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THE CHURCH IN PROPHECY (PART 2) 
Barry M. Grider 

 

 In 2 Samuel 7, God instructed His prophet Nathan to speak to David. Notice the import of 
his words, 
 

 And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed 
after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom (12-13). 
 

Here is a prophecy of Messiah’s kingdom. Keep in mind, Jesus was of the seed of David, and He 
was to sit on David’s throne in this kingdom. 
 In Daniel 2, Daniel interprets the dream of King Nebuchadnezzar. Remember the dream 
was very troubling to the king. Daniel revealed that the king had pictured a great image with a 
head of gold, breast and arms of silver, belly and thighs of brass, and legs of iron, with feet both of 
iron and clay. Also, a stone, not cut with hands, hit the great image in the feet and destroyed the 
image. But what did this mean? Daniel explained. The image represented four great world empires, 
including Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon. Three great empires would follow his, which we know were 
the Medo-Persian, Grecian, and Roman empires. Now notice what will happen during that fourth 
empire (Roman). “And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which 
shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in 
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever” (Dan. 2:44). Now remember, 
God had spoken to David through Nathan the Prophet, that the seed of David would establish a 
kingdom that would stand forever. Likewise, Daniel reveals that God will establish a kingdom that 
will stand forever and it will come to pass during the “last days.” Can we determine what is this 
kingdom and was it ever established? Remember that Jesus used the terms church and kingdom 
interchangeably in Matthew 16:18-19 and that both Jesus and John preached the nearness of that 
kingdom. If the Bible student can locate in the scriptures where the church was established, he will 
also find where the kingdom was established. 

But, remember that God promised David that his descendant would also build the House 
of the Lord. Listen to Isaiah the prophet, 

 

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. And it shall 
come to pass in the last days that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in 
the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow 
unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. And he shall judge among the nations, and rebuke many people: and they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore (Isa. 2:1-4).   

 

These words are almost exactly repeated in Micah 4:1-3. Concerning the house of God, 
Paul instructs Timothy regarding its identity, when he wrote, “But if I tarry long that thou mayest 
know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). So just as the church and the kingdom are 
the same, so, also, the church and the house of God are the same. If the Bible student can deter-
mine when the church and kingdom began, he will, likewise, know when the house of God was 
established. Let us investigate. 

Remember Daniel said the kingdom would be established in the “days of these kings” and 
we know that reference is to Roman kings. In Luke 2:1 the writer records, “And it shall come to 
pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be 
taxed.” Why is this passage significant? Who is this Caesar Augustus? Augustus is his name, how-
ever, Caesar is his title. Caesar is the title of certain kings. Who are these kings? None other than 

(continued on page 2) 
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 Roman emperors. So when Jesus was born, Rome (the fourth 
great empire of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream) is in existence and 
dominating the world. Furthermore, Isaiah records that the house 
of the Lord would be established during the “last days.” Accord-
ing to Acts 2, Peter made reference to Joel’s prophecy concerning 
God’s pouring out of his spirit upon all flesh. Peter began his ser-
mon by saying, “But this is that which was spoken by the prophet 
Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, that I 
will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh…” (Acts 2:16-17). Jesus 
had spoken to his apostles concerning this, when he said, “But ye 
shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” 
(Acts 1:8).  So the time is right for the establishment of the 
church. 

Furthermore, according to Isaiah, the word of the Lord 
would go forth from Jerusalem. In Acts 2, where are the disciples 
gathered? Jesus had instructed for the apostles to “tarry in the city 
of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high” (Luke 
24:49). As Acts 2 opens, notice, “And when the day of Pentecost 
was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place” (Acts 
2:1). Where was this place? It was in the city of Jerusalem. So the 
place is right for the establishment of the church. 

Also, Isaiah mentioned that “all nations would flow unto 
it.” Who was assembled on the day of Pentecost, according to 
Acts 2? 

 

And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, 
out of every nation under heaven. Now when this was 
noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were con-
founded, because that every man heard them speak in his 
own language. And they were all amazed and marveled, 
saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which 
speak Galileans? And how hear we every man in his own 
tongue, wherein we were born? Parthians, and Medes, and 
Elamites, and dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Egypt, and 
in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, 
Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them 
speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God (5-11). 
 

So Peter and the rest of the apostles had the opportunity 
on the day of Pentecost to preach to those who had gathered from 
every nation under heaven. The sermon Peter preached on that 
occasion convicted those who were assembled. “Now when they 
heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said Men and 
brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost” (Acts 2:37-38). What was the response? “Then they that 
gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there 
were added unto them about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41). 
But the question should arise, to what were they added? “And the 
Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved” (Acts 
2:47). This is the first mention of the church being a reality. It was 
then in existence just as the prophets had predicted. 

Keep in mind that Isaiah also spoke of the nature of 
God’s house. It will be a peaceful place. Isaiah went on to give 
this description: 

 

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And the 
cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down 

together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the suck-
ing child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den. They shall not 
hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea 
(Isa. 11:6-9). 

 

The prophet writes using highly symbolic, figurative lan-
guage denoting the peaceful atmosphere in the house of God, the 
kingdom, which is the church. Paul said, “(For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds)” (2 Cor. 10:4). One cannot force another to 
the cross of Jesus Christ. However, he can lovingly teach someone 
the marvelous message of redemption. 

 

CONCLUSION 
So it is the prophets who wrote concerning the church of 

Christ and its establishment. The church, the kingdom, and the 
house of God all speak of the same thing. Still, there are those to-
day, particularly of the premillenial mindset, that deny the king-
dom has come. Such individuals, though devoutly religious, are 
saying that God failed. The prophets wrote concerning the estab-
lishment of the kingdom, yet it is stated by premillenialists, that 
since the Jews rejected Jesus as king, the kingdom was postponed 
and the church was established in its place. Such teaching is false 
to the core. Just as first century Jews misunderstood the nature of 
the kingdom, so do premillenial theorists today. Man does not alter 
God’s divine plan. Furthermore, while standing before Pilate, Je-
sus explained the nature of his kingdom, when he said, “My king-
dom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my soldiers fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: 
but my kingdom is not from hence” (John 18:36). Jesus was not a 
threat to Pilate nor Caesar. His kingdom was spiritual in nature. It 
was a present reality in the first century. Paul stated, “Who hath 
delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us 
into the kingdom of his dear Son” (Col. 1:13). The revelator wrote, 
“I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, 
and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle 
that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of 
Jesus Christ” (Rev. 1:9). The one who will be looking for the king-
dom when Jesus comes will find out he has missed the kingdom. 
Hear Paul’s words, “Then cometh the end, when he shall have de-
livered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall 
have put down all rule and all authority and power” (1 Cor. 15:24). 
When Jesus comes again he will deliver up the kingdom, not es-
tablish it. 

No blessing is equal to that of being a member of the 
Lord’s church, a citizen of the kingdom of heaven, part of the 
household of God. Peter reminds us of our royal status, when he 
says, “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of 
him that hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light” 
(1 Pet. 2:9). Those who are baptized for the remission of sins are 
added to the church. Those baptized for the remission of sins are 
baptized into his one body (1 Cor. 12:13). Those who are citizens 
of the kingdom are those who have been born into God’s family 
(John 3:3,5). Hence, does the church have anything to do with our 
salvation? It has everything to do with our salvation. Therefore, as 
Christians we should ever be concerned about the organization and 
worship of the New Testament church, along with the manner of 
life of its members. After all, we are part of the church which the 
prophets saw. 
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SCRUPLES (part 3) 
Matthew Martin 

 

Remember that in the first century, pagan worship was a common occurrence, with its rituals, animal sacri-
fices, etc. Evidently, some of these pagans would offer an animal as a sacrifice and then sell that meat in the meat 
market (1 Cor. 10:25). 

Some Christians could not buy and eat that meat, because they would feel like they were somehow condon-
ing the pagan worship, or in some way, worshiping the idol to whom the meat was offered. 

Other Christians had no problem doing so. And apparently one or both sides let their opinions out about it. 
Chaos ensued, and Paul was left to straighten them out. 

Notice Paul warns the person that does NOT have the scruple to be wary of his actions. 
 

For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol’s temple, shall not the 
conscience of his which is weak be emboldned to eat those things which are offered to idols; 
and through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? But when 
ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscious, ye sin against Christ. 
Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, 
lest I make my brother to offend. (1 Cor. 8:10-13). 

 

First, some terms need to be defined: 
The person with “knowledge” is the person that knows that an idol is nothing, and therefore meat offered to 

an idol is nothing. In short, he’s the one who doesn’t have the scruple. 
The “weak” person is the person who has the scruple. Keep in mind, that he is weak only in this one area. He 

could be an elder in the church, or a Bible scholar of many decades. But he is weak in this one point. 
To “perish” means to fall into a sin. In this case, the person who has a problem eating meat, cannot do so, 

while his conscious is against it. If he did, he would be sinning. 
To “offend” someone, in the biblical sense, is not to upset them, but to cause them to stumble (sin). 

To be continued...  


