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HOW TO GET ALONG WITH PEOPLE 
Barry Gilreath, Jr. 

 
Peace and Harmony are essential for a thriving, faithful, and growing church of 
our Lord. Certainly, the results of peace and harmony are being evidenced in our 
own congregation by the continued growth and strength that is seen. Neverthe-
less, we must occasionally remind ourselves of some important qualities of a 
membership that promotes these desired results. I do not know who originally 
penned the following, but these ten points are no doubt worthy of our considera-
tion. 
 
1. Keep a chain on your tongue. Always say less than you think. You don’t 

have to put your brain in neutral when your tongue is in gear. Every unspo-
ken word should pass through these 3 doors. 1) Is it true? 2) Is it kind? 3) Is 
it necessary? 

2. Make promises sparingly and keep them faithfully, no matter what it costs 
you. 

3. Never let an opportunity pass to say a kind and encouraging thing to or 
about somebody. Praise good work, regardless of who did it. If criticism is 
needed, do it so it will help and not hinder. 

4. Be interested in others, interested in their pursuits; their welfare; their homes 
and families. Rejoice with those  who rejoice and mourn with those who 
mourn. Let everyone you meet, however humble, feel that you regard him as 
one of importance. 

5. Be cheerful. Keep the corners of your mouth turned up. Hide your pains, 
worries, and disappointments as much as possible under a smile. Laugh at 
good stories and learn to tell them. 

6. Preserve an open mind on matters of opinion. Hold fast to matters of faith, 
but do so in a loving spirit. 

7. Let your virtues speak for themselves, and refuse to talk of others vices. Dis-
courage gossip. 

8. Be careful of another’s feelings. Wit and humor at another’s expense is 
rarely worth the effort and may hurt when least expected. 

9. Pay no attention to ill-natured remarks about you. Simply live so that no-
body will believe them. 

10. Don’t be anxious about your dues (what is due you). Do your work, be pa-
tient, keep your disposition sweet, forget self and you will be rewarded. 
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WHY TEACH? 
Nathan Liddell 

 I believe it is safe to say that every person who 
has ever taught a Bible class has at some point asked the 
question, “Why teach?” Why teach when children seem 
distracted or listless? Why teach when parents seem dis-
interested and lacking commitment? Why teach when 
children misbehave? Why teach when preparation re-
quires hour upon hour of one’s time every week? It cer-
tainly is not wrong to ask this question. As a matter of 
fact, one may never truly understand the need for Bible 
class teachers until he asks, “Why teach?” One should 
teach because: 
 Christ was a Teacher: Of all the occupations that 
Jesus could have chosen in life, He chose to be a teacher 
(Mat. 22:16). Christ taught on the mountain (Mat. 5:7), in 
the city (Mat. 11:1), by the seaside (Mark 4:1), in the 
synagogue (Mark 6:2), and in a desert place (Mark 6:32-
34). In life, death, resurrection, and ascension, Jesus was 
a teacher. If we are to be those who wear the worthy 
name “Christian” (Acts 11:26; Jam. 2:7; 1 Pet. 4:16), we 
ought indeed to be “Christ-like.” Surely, to be Christ-like 
is to take every opportunity to teach His soul-saving Gos-
pel. How can we be Christ-like if we refuse to teach or to 
learn to teach? 
 Mature Christians will be teachers: A distinct 
mark of maturity within a Christian is the desire to teach 
(Rom. 1:15), preparation to teach (Ezra 7:10), and com-
mitment to teach (2 Cor. 11:23-28). Sadly, there are 
many Christians who fail to grow and mature in this area. 
The Hebrew Christians were told, “For though by this 
time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach 
you again the first principles of the oracles of God and 
you have come to need milk and not solid food. Fore eve-
ryone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word 
of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food belongs 
to those who are of full age, that is those who by reason 
of use have their senses exercised to discern both good 
and evil” (Heb. 5:12-14). To mature as a Christian is to 
learn to discern good and evil, to eat solid food, to be 
skilled in the word, to be able to teach.  
 Every Christian owes a debt: Paul said, “I am 
debtor both to the Greeks and to barbarians, both to the 
wise and to unwise. So, as much as is in me, I am ready 
to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also” (Rom. 
1:14-15). Christians, by definition, are those who have 
been redeemed, bought back (Acts 20:28; Eph. 1:7; Col. 
1:14). As such, we owe a debt. Being bought with the 
price of the blood of Christ, we are to “glorify God 
in...body and in...spirit” (1 Cor. 6:20). How can we honor 
our debt? How can we glorify God in body and in spirit? 
We can teach. 

 Every generation must be taught the whole 
truth all over again: Have you ever considered the 
fact that every generation must be taught the whole 
truth all over again in order to hear, believe, and obey? 
What an amazing task! Daunting? Certainly. Impossi-
ble? By no means! How is it that we know the books of 
the Bible, the Gospel plan of salvation, God’s pattern 
for acceptable worship, how to identify the true church 
and be a part of it, how to pray, and how to go to 
heaven? Someone taught us the whole truth all over 
again. By inspiration, Paul described the method by 
which the church is established and carried on from 
generation to generation as he said, “And the things 
that you have heard from me among many witnesses, 
commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach 
others also” (2 Tim. 2:2). If there is one soul that I 
want to go to heaven, it is the soul of my daughter Mia. 
But, in order for that to happen, she has to be taught. 
 Teaching is rewarding: I enjoy fishing. There 
are few things that bring me greater satisfaction that 
catching, fighting, and landing a trout. One thing, how-
ever, that brings me greater satisfaction is teaching a 
friend to fish and watching them catch, fight, and land 
a fish. What exhilaration! How wonderful it is to see 
them smile after learning to catch a fish. There is a 
great effort and sacrifice involved in teaching someone 
to fish. It requires money, time, loads of patience and 
kindness, and forgiveness (I have twice been hooked 
by students). Why teach? Teaching is rewarding. I 
treasure the pictures I have with friends whom I have 
taught to fish. 
 But why teach Bible class? There is no greater 
treasure upon this earth than the souls of men (Mat. 
16:26) and no greater reward than teaching someone 
the truth and seeing them obey it. To those whom he 
had taught in Thessalonica, Paul said, “For what is our 
hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you 
in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? 
For you are our glory and joy” (1 The. 1:19). There is a 
tremendous joy in teaching and in the thought that be-
cause you decided to teach, others will be in heaven. 
 We have answered the question, “Why teach?” 
Now you must answer the question, “Why not teach?” 
 

 (Words of Truth, July 2007) 
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ANDREW: THE MODEL SOUL WINNER 
Matthew Martin 

 

Everyone knows someone that needs the Gospel. It could be a family member, a stranger in the community, 
or even a person that we consider an enemy; but the fact is, someone out there, that we know, needs the Gospel. It 
is the obligation of Christians to take the Gospel to these people.  

We Christians, though, are funny sometimes. As flawed people, we can talk ourselves out of doing any-
thing. The Gospel needs to go to a family member, but we talk ourselves out of it. Why? We are afraid of hurting 
someone so close. The Gospel needs to go to a stranger, but we don’t take it. Why? We don’t know what to say to 
someone we don’t know. The Gospel needs to go to our enemies, but we refuse. Why? Our own prejudice gets in 
the way.  

 Perhaps what we need, is to consider a person who did not let family or enemy get in the way of his desire 
to win souls. A person who was not afraid to take the Gospel to someone close to him, nor take it to someone most 
would label as his enemy. We need to consider Andrew, the model soul winner. 

 

  ANDREW BROUGHT HIS BROTHER TO CHRIST 
 

 Did you ever stop to think how blessed Andrew was to actually be able to sit at the feet of Christ? But if 
you read John 1, you don't read about Andrew immediately sitting down to listen to the words of the master. What 
you find is Andrew running to find his brother, Peter, so he too can know Christ.  

 

 One of the two which heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He 
first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which is, be-
ing interpreted, the Christ. And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou 
art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone (John 
1:40-42). 

To be concluded... 


