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Lessons Learned On The Sea Of Life (Part One)
Barry M. Grider

A major task of the preacher is to take what is experienced in life and make the
proper spiritual application. Jesus was the Master Teacher and no one excels Him when
applying spiritual truth to everyday life. Many lessons during Jesus’ earthly ministry
were taught beside or upon the water, especially the Sea of Galilee. Many New Testa-
ment characters such as Peter, James, John, and Simon the Tanner depended upon the
sea as their means of livelihood. The Sea of Galilee was prominent in biblical geogra-
phy. It was also known as the Sea of Chinnereth (Num. 34:11), the Lake of Gennesaret
(Luke 5:1) and the Sea of Tiberius (John 6:1). This sea was fed by another notable body
of water, the Jordan River. Upon the Sea of Galilee, fierce storms often arise quickly.
During one of these storms, according to Matthew 14, Jesus came to His disciples,
walking upon the water (v. 25). Yet there was another storm on the Sea of Galilee that
arose while Jesus was in a ship with His disciples. Consider the following passage re-
corded in Luke 8:22-26:

Now it came to pass on a certain day, that he went into a ship with his disci-
ples: and he said unto them, Let us go over unto the other side of the lake. And
they launched forth. But as they sailed he fell asleep: and there came down a
storm of wind on the lake; and they were filled with water, and were in jeop-
ardy. And they came to him, and awoke him, saying Master, master, we perish.
Then he arose, and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water: and they
ceased, and there was a calm. And he said unto them, Where is your faith? And
they being afraid wondered, saying one to another, What manner of man is this!
For he commandeth even the winds and water, and they obey him. And they
arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee.

What lessons did Jesus teach His disciples in the above episode and what les-
sons do we learn while encountering the storms of life? After all, life is sometimes
compared to being at sea. Sometimes the sea of life is as peaceful as a river flowing.
However, so often sorrows like sea billows roll.

First, despite the storms, we can still be in the will of God. Were the disciples
doing the will of God or not? Who told the disciples to get into the ship? Jesus did. He
knew a storm would engulf them in the midst of the sea, yet He said, “Let us go over
unto the other side of the lake” (v.22). So many Christians when faced with a crisis be-
gin to question God. Some conclude since they are facing a trial, God must be punish-
ing them. Remember that trouble sometimes comes our way because we are not com-
plying with the will of God (Gal. 6:6,7). But sometimes we face trials because we are in
complete agreement with the will of God. Abraham’s faith was tried severely when he
was told to offer Isaac upon an altar (Gen. 22:2). Yet Abraham was doing the will of
God when he faced this trial. However, it is comforting to know that when faced with
the storms of life the Lord is with us. When the disciples of Jesus encountered this par-
ticular storm on the Sea of Galilee, the Lord went right into the storm with them. “Deep
calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts: all thy waves and thy billows are gone
over me. Yet the Lord will command his lovingkindness in the daytime, and in the
night his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life” (Psa. 42:7,8).

(To be continued)
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FOUR MARKS OF GODLY ELDERS
Neal Pollard

No member, even a deacon or a preacher has a
more grave or important task than God’s elder. He is a
“shepherd,” tasked with leading a flock of spiritual
sheep to heavenly pasture (1 Pet. 5:2-3). He is an
“overseer,” responsible for the direction of the entire
congregation, as well as the individual Christians who
constitute it (Phi. 1:1). He is an “elder,” a man who by
reason of age and the attending growth, maturity, experi-
ence, and wisdom that should accompany years of faith-
ful, active Christian service is naturally admired and re-
spected by the members whose souls are in his charge (1
Tim. 5:17). Wendell Winkler has called church leader-
ship “the crisis of our time.” Ultimately, the blame for
the influx of false teaching, extremism, listless activity,
lack of direction among members, and poor planning
falls upon the broad shoulders of the church’s elders.
Consider four leadership traits that help elders lead in a
godly way.

Godly elders “level.” They communicate. They
inform the congregation on several levels. They tell the
church about brotherhood issues, though they do not
constantly bombard them with these. They tell the
church their thoughts about both short-term and long-
term plans. They bring members into the loop as soon
and as much as they possibly can, even on thorny issues
like church discipline, decisions regarding the preacher,
or moral or doctrinal problems within the local church.
As elders have a right to expect a strong commitment
from members, members have a right to hear the voice
of the shepherds they follow.

Godly elders “evangelize.” | recently saw one
brother refine the old adage that the church’s work is
three-fold (edification, benevolence, and evangelism) by
saying we have the main objective of evangelism and
everything we do should be soul-winning in mind. That
being the case, an elders’ main emphasis should never be
finances, church buildings, elders’ or business meetings,
or deacons’ work. His main objective should be *“one
more soul.” This includes helping preserve the souls of
the saved, through ensuring the truth is preached and
taught, special means of edification (lectureships, gospel
meetings, seminars, etc.), and especially personal contact
with the saints. It also means having the ability to teach a
lost soul the good news. This “tone-setting” will most
greatly affect the mindset of members and build the
strongest church.

Godly elders “agonize.” Certainly they are
made to agonize unnecessarily and unfairly. Often, they
receive the brunt of criticism leveled at the church, they
are too often the object of sinful gossip and slander, and
are the subject of mild to severe criticism from the

“Monday morning” and “armchair” elders. Never be the
cause of such hurt and heartache. In addition to these
pains, godly elders spend countless time on their knees
in prayer and study over things with eternal implica-
tions, they wrestle with decisions having far-reaching
impact, and they mightily contend with an adversary
who would certainly, especially delight in devouring
one of God’s leaders.

Godly elders “delegate.” They are capable,
competent men who know how to get church work
done, but they do not assume that if “you want a job
done right, do it yourself.” They know this deprives
members the opportunity to serve (the flip side of this is
that many elders plead for help and get none, so deject-
edly they do it so it gets done at all). They give the dea-
cons the freedom and vote of confidence to do, without
the ridiculous pressures of micro-management, the work
assigned to them. They personally ask and solicit mem-
bers’ time and involvement. While they can do most
everything at a highly effective level, they are more in-
terested in “equipping the saints” (Eph. 4:12) to the full-
est degree.

When elders level, evangelize, agonize, and
delegate, they optimize their ability to L-E-A-D. Alex-
ander Strauch, in a 1995 book, Biblical Eldership, con-
cludes that, “Elders, then, lead, direct, govern, manage,
and care for the flock of God” (25). Please honor that
principle and properly respond to it (cf. Heb. 13:7, 17).
Remember, however, that “Becoming a leader is a lot
like investing in the stock market. If your hope is to
make a fortune in a day, you’re not going to be success-
ful. What matters most is what you do day by day over
the long haul” (Maxwell, Leadership 101, 12). Elders
are Christians, and, as healthy Christians, are continuing
to grow (cf. 2 Pet. 3:18). They are fallible and not im-
pervious to mistakes. Pray for elders, vocally encourage
them, and support the things they enlist the church to do.

CONGRATULATIONS to Peter Chin, who
graduated last week from the Memphis School
of Preaching. Brother Chin and his family have
blessed our lives since their move to the states
two years ago. They will not be leaving immedi-
ately, so we will continue to enjoy their associa-
tion for several more months. We do, however,
look forward to brother Chin eventually joining
the faculty of Four Seas Bible College in Singa-
pore.
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WHO IS JESUS? (part 3)
Matthew Martin

“Who is Jesus?” someone may ask. The past
couple of weeks, we’ve sought to answer that question
using what Isaiah said as a template. We’ve noticed that
Jesus was an evangelist, and a liberator, but Jesus was
also a revealer.

JESUS WAS A REVEALER

Isaiah said that Jesus would “proclaim the accept-
able year of the Lord” (Isa 61: 2). The word year refers
to a general time, not a literal 12 month period. Isaiah
says that Jesus was going to reveal (proclaim) a specific
time, in which people would be accepted of the Lord.

Though it may seem cryptic, in hindsight,
Isaiah’s words are very easily understood. How can a
person be accepted of God? First, the question must be
asked, why is a person not accepted of God? The an-
swer: Because he has sinned. Therefore, the only way a
person can be accepted is when his sin is taken away.

Jesus came to reveal how a person’s sins could be
taken away, and thus be accepted of God. Some people
talk about how we should accept Christ. While it is good
and necessary that a person receive (accept) the gift of
salvation from God, one must not forget that he must do
what Christ has revealed for him to do, in order for God
to accept him.

What has Jesus revealed to us that will allow us
the opportunity to have our sins removed, and thus be
accepted by God? One needs only to listen to the words
of Christ to find that answer. Jesus said a man must be-
lieve that Jesus is the Christ. He revealed this necessary
ingredient for salvation in John 8:24: “Except ye believe
that I am He, ye shall die in your sins.”

Jesus also said a person had to repent of his sins:
“Unless ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke
13:3). Jesus also said a person must confess Him before
men: “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men,
him will I confess also before my Father which is in
heaven” (Mat. 10:32). And finally Jesus revealed that a
person must be immersed in water: “He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16).

Jesus, the great revealer, has given us the way to
be accepted of God. It has been noticed that Jesus was
an evangelist, preaching His good news to the world.
His good news is the salvation He offers. We’ve noticed
that Jesus, through His saving us, is a liberator. He was a
knight in shining armor, who swept in and rescued us
from the clutches of sin. And finally, we’ve noticed how
specifically we are liberated. Jesus revealed unto us the
way to be accepted of God, and thus, saved from our
sins.
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