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THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS
Barry M. Grider

INTRODUCTION
The week of Jesus’ crucifixion was truly eventful for our Lord. It began with His
triumphant entry into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey and ended with His victory
over the grave. In between, Jesus repudiated the corruption of the Jewish leaders
and paid with His life. Not only did He drive the moneychangers out of the temple
following His arrival in Jerusalem, He, likewise, excoriated the Pharisees before the
throng that had gathered in the city of David to observe the Passover:

Number 46

Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to the disciples, Saying, The
scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat: All therefore whatsoever they bid
you observe, that observe and do; but do not ye after their works: for they
say, and do not (Mat. 23:1-3).

During this particular week, Jesus spent much time with His disciples, preparing
them for His cruel and vicious death. Even the One Whose heart was heavy with
sorrows, knowing He would bear the sins of the world, was more concerned about
His disciples than Himself (John 13:1). Jesus also filled their hearts with instruction
and wisdom that could only come from the lips of the Master Teacher, the One
Who spoke with all authority (Mat. 7:29). It was during this week that Jesus relayed
several parables, including The Two Sons, The Wicked Husbandman, The Mar-
riage of the King’s Son, The Wise and Foolish Virgins, and the Talents. It is the re-
sponsibility of this writer to help us learn the many lessons from the Parable of the
Talents.

BACKGROUND

The occasion for the Parable of the Talents was the Tuesday of crucifixion
week. Jesus demonstrates how stressful and demanding “hard” preaching can be
by desiring a place of respite and relaxation away from the multitudes. Jesus found
the seclusion He desired in Bethany, at the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.
On the return from Jerusalem, Jesus and His disciples paused upon the Mount of
Olives, which is to the east of Jerusalem, on the other side of the Kidron Valley.
Here the disciples questioned the Lord about the destruction of the temple and the
end of the world. According to Matthew 24:1, they had observed, along with Jesus,
the mammoth size of the temple, and Jesus had spoken about its destruction.
These followers of Christ were confounded as to how such could occur and when it
would happen. Atop the Mount of Olives, one could behold a prominent view of the
city. Jesus explained not only the circumstances surrounding the destruction of Je-
rusalem (24:1-35), but also relayed to His disciples information about the end of the
world (24:36-25:46). During this Olivet discourse, as Jesus is in the midst of His
discussion concerning His second coming at the end of the age, He presents the
parables of the Wise and Foolish Virgins and the Talents. The former emphasizes
the need to be prepared when Jesus comes again. The latter instructs the disciples
about faithfulness until He comes.

THE PARABLE ANALYZED AND EXPLAINED
The Parable of the Talents is closely associated in meaning with the Parable of
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the Pounds (c.f. Luke 19:11-27). Both emphasize the
importance, even the necessity, of being faithful stew-
ards in the kingdom. Paul wrote, “Moreover it is re-
quired in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Cor.
4:2). Read the Parable of the Talents, found in Mat-
thew 25: 14-30.

The phrase “the kingdom of heaven is” was supplied
by the translators and was not in the original. However,
such a phrase does no harm to the passage, seeing
that one’s behavior in the kingdom is the subject under
consideration. The kingdom is the church (Mat. 16:18-
19), which began on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2).
Paul had been translated into the kingdom (Col. 1:13).
John was in the kingdom while in exile on Patmos
(Rev. 1:9). All Christians have become citizens of the
kingdom through the new birth (John 3:3-5). Both
watchfulness, as taught in the Parable of the Wise and
Foolish Virgins, and faithfulness, as taught in the Par-
able of the Talents, assure the salvation of an individ-
ual’'s soul.

This parable, as understood by the Jewish audience,
could remind the hearers of Archelaus, who ruled in
Judea shortly after the birth of Jesus. While we could
never compare the pristine character of Jesus with that
of the notoriously wicked Archelaus, it was this son of
Herod the Great who left his servants in control, as he
went to Rome to claim Judea. Upon his return, he exe-
cuted his opponents, rewarded his faithful servants,
and ruled until his death.

The man under consideration in this parable calls
together his “own” servants. These were not men who
had been hired, as in the Parable of the Vineyard La-
borers. These servants were owned by the master. He,
because of ownership, had the right to expect of them
to do his will. He had a claim on them.

The master entrusted his goods or property to his
servants before he departed for the far country. He
gave to the first servant five talents; to the second, he
gave two talents; and finally, to the third servant he
gave one talent. A talent was a weight of measurement
generally representing about fifty-eight pounds. Its
worth was approximately $1500 in silver. However, we
do not know the worth of these talents. The standard
meaning of the word “talent” today refers to a person’s
natural or acquired ability, or even his superior intellect.
While this was not the meaning in the first century, per-
haps the present definition was acquired through a
pensive study of the parable under consideration.

Upon delivering his goods to his servants, the owner
of the property then left on his journey. Each servant
was in possession of his talents and duty-bound to gain
more. Why did the owner not distribute the talents
equally? He did! Each man was given talents based on
his ability. This man was not a cruel taskmaster. He did
not expect the impossible from his servants. However,
he did expect each one to perform based on the ability
he had been given. He exhibited confidence in each
man to whom he had distributed. Therefore, the owner

was not squandering his possessions but looked forward
to his return to see how well his workers had performed
so that each one might be rewarded accordingly.

There is no doubt that the first two servants went
right to work on behalf of the master. They took their re-
sponsibilities seriously—not only because they honored
and respected their master because of his ownership,
but likewise for his kindness. Just because they were
servants did not mean their owner was cruel. To the con-
trary, he displayed confidence and trust in each of them,
or else he would not have left his property to their over-
sight.

The first servant engaged in some business whereby
he caused his master to profit, thus gaining an additional
five talents. Because he employed that which was good,
he doubled his owner’s capital. The same could be said
of the second servant, who, likewise, traded and ob-
tained two more talents. Again, he was not expected to
do that which was impossible, but what was realistic
based on that which he had been given.

But the focus of the parable is on the third servant,
who hid his one talent in the earth. The ground often
served as a vault to store treasure during this time pe-
riod. Some excavators today will uncover hidden treas-
ure which has been stored in the ground, untouched for
centuries. The first-century mindset would be very famil-
iar with this idea. In Matthew 13:44, Jesus relays a par-
able about a treasure hidden in a field.

While the third servant did not have the ability of the
other two servants, his lord still saw fit to grant him one
talent, and he intended for that talent to be invested
wisely. In not using his talent, he failed his master. He
failed to use his abilities. He failed to take advantage of
his opportunities. As a result, he did not gain anything for
his master. Notice from the text, he did not steal nor
squander the talent given by his owner; he just hid the
talent in the ground.

Finally, reckoning day came. The lord had promised
he would return. Yet he was gone for a long period of
time. While some, perhaps, would have given up on their
master, the first two servants persevered until the owner
returned. As a result, the first servant anxiously comes to
the master and is delighted to show him the additional
five talents that he has gained. When one has done right,
he has no fear. His lord is pleased with the servant’s
faithfulness and rewards him accordingly. The servant is
made a ruler over many things. Boles writes that it is cus-
tomary with eastern monarchies to have some satraps
and other officers of provinces to reside at the court of
the king. Thus, the servant is invited to reside with the
lord and therefore is greatly honored.

Likewise, the second servant comes to receive his
blessing, having gained an additional two talents.
Though he did not have five talents to lay at his master’s
feet, he was still rewarded and granted the same privi-
leges as the first servant because he used his full abili-
ties.

(to be continued next week)



Page 4 The Forest Hill News November 13, 2007

PAUL’S FAREWELL
Matthew Martin

It has been said “The words of a dying man are words to remember, the words of a famous dying man, are
words that are memorable.” Beethoven said, on his deathbed “Friends, applauded. The comedy is finished.” Do-
minique Bouhours a French grammarian said as he readied to die “l am about to -- or | am going to -- die: either
expression is correct.” The famous writer Oscar Wilde reportedly said from his deathbed “Either that wallpaper
goes, or | do.” The wallpaper stayed. Of course, the famous last words of Julius Caesar have been stylized “Et tu
Brute?” but that phrase comes from the mind of Shakespeare, whose own last words were reportedly the same as
Romeo’s: “I die.”

The Apostle Paul may not be considered important enough to most people today, to have his last words be
remembered; but as an inspired ambassador of the Lord, and faithful martyr to His cause, his last words (written,
of course) should be given close attention.

As Paul knew his own execution was near, he wrote a letter to his close friend, and pupil, Timothy. In it (2
Timothy) he imparts final bits of advice, and instruction that the young preacher could apply to his life as an evan-
gelist and as a Christian. The words should be studied, not just because they are from an inspired pen, but be-
cause they are the last words of this famous Christian.

STAY SECURE TO THE DOCTRINE

Paul’s first request to Timothy, is the stay secure to the doctrine. Notice chapter 1: “Hold fast the form of
sound words, which though hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus (2 Tim 1:13).” Paul tells
Timothy to “hold fast,” meaning “cling to, and don'’t let go, regardless of the obstacles” the “form of sound words”
meaning “pattern of uncorrupted words.”

Paul understood that with himself gone, Timothy is going to be without a mentor, and an advisor. Timothy
needs to be reminded that if he holds tight to the Gospel, and secures it, he will have all the answers to his prob-
lems.

To be continued...
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