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DON’T BE A HIGH-MAINTENANCE CHRISTIAN 

Brian Giselbach 
 

 “Maintenance” is not exactly the most exciting word.  It’s hard to get ex-
cited about maintenance.  It’s not something that gets the blood flowing, is it?  Con-
sider the matter of maintaining your car.  Cars are an essential part of the society in 
which we live.  And cars can be fun.  But the not-so-fun thing about cars is that they 
have to be maintained.  Maintenance is not exciting, but it’s better than walking. 
 The Christian life must be maintained also.  We have to take care of our-
selves spiritually.  As Christians we are expected to grow into maturity (2Pet.2: 1-3; 
2Pet. 3:18).  Christians must continually give themselves to things that will enhance 
their spiritual growth (e.g. regular Bible study and prayer, fellowship and encour-
agement, worship, evangelism, service). 
 An important part of our Christian lives is the work of helping other Chris-
tians to maintain their faith and stability.  We’re called upon to look after the needs 
of others in the faith (Phil. 2:4; Eph. 4:7-16; Gal. 6:1).  This can be both a taxing 
and rewarding work, but a necessary one.  And just as we need to look out for the 
spiritual welfare of others, even so we need others to look out for us. 
 Considering your own Christian life and spiritual maturity, do you consider 
yourself a high-maintenance or low maintenance Christian?  We all need mainte-
nance, encouragement and direction than older Christians.  But the object is to grow 
steadily and sufficiently so that our faithfulness to the Lord is not as dependent on 
others as it was when we started down the path of faith.  I have known Christians 
who have been in the church for many years who need a high degree of input and 
encouragement from other believers or they will drop out.  I have known mature 
Christians and church leaders who seemingly invest a large amount of their energy 
just maintaining the faith of other Christians who never seem to grow up.  This is 
not what the Lord intended.  He doesn’t want us to always be tapping the time and 
energy of other believers, and robbing the church of resources it could use to bring 
others into the kingdom. 
 One of the things each Christian should realize (as quickly as possible when 
they come into the family of God) is that spiritual growth is mandated by the God of 
Heaven.  He expects you to grow into maturity.  Growth is not just a good idea, it’s 
a command.  Furthermore, growth is not just a command; it’s essential to the devel-
opment and work of the kingdom.  It is just as essential to salvation to grow into 
Christ-likeness, as it is to hear the Word, believe in Christ, repent of sins, confess 
faith in Christ, and be immersed for the remission of sins.  To grow or not to grow 
is not an option for the child of God. 
 As a Christian, I will always need maintenance.  I will never reach the point 
where I do not need to study the Bible, and pray, and worship, and need the encour-
agement and fellowship of other Christians.  There will be times in my life, as there 
will be for every Christian, when I will need the aid, comfort, and counsel of wiser 
Christians.  But I never want to be high-maintenance.  I don’t want my faith to be 
dependent on others “dragging me to church,” when that’s a decision that I should 
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• Select six people who, whit God’s help, 
you will try to win for Jesus.  The six are: 

1_________________________________ 
2_________________________________ 
3_________________________________ 
4._________________________________ 
5._________________________________ 
6._________________________________ 
• Pray for them daily by name. 
• Encourage these lost ones to attend the 

service of the church.  Pick them up for the 
assembly and sit with them during the 
worship. 

• Have them in your home for a meal and 
also visit in their home. 

• Study the Bible with them in some organ-
ized way. 

• Be a true friend to these lost ones. 
Do not give up.  Be persistent in the things above 
and in other things you can do to bring these lost 
ones to Jesus.  “Those who sow in tears shall reap 
in joy.  He who continually goes forth weeping, 
bearing seed for sowing, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with 
him” (Psm.126:5-6). 
 
 **************************** 

 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
 

Sunday, June 19 
Memphis School of Preaching Graduation 
Garland Elkins will speak at all services 

 
 

July 18-22 
Vacation Bible School 
“Steps of Salvation” 

 
 

November 5 
Ladies Day 

Guest Speaker: Melanie Webster 
 
 

November 6-9 
Gospel Meeting 

Guest Speaker: Chuck Webster 

have already made as a Christian.  I don’t want my 
faith to be such that I have to be coaxed to speak to 
others about faith in Christ.  It is a blessing to re-
ceive strength and encouragement from others, but 
the greater blessing comes in being able to give 
back; to reach a point spiritually that you become a 
pillar of strength and assurance for others. 
 So let’s strive to be low-maintenance Chris-
tians.  We will always be dependent on the Lord, 
but we should strive to be less dependent on the 
time, energy, and resources of other believers.  
Let’s get better at giving than receiving.  And may 
the kingdom of God be enriched by the fruit we 
bear to Christ’s glory! 
   (from Power, March 2005) 
 
 

******************************* 

DYING WITHOUT GOD 
Charles Box 

 
           Some person you know and love is going to die 
unprepared for death and judgment.  They will die with-
out God and without hope.  And remember these are 
people who are precious to you.  This is a tragedy of all 
tragedies. 
 These precious lost ones do not have to perish (2 
Pet. 3:9).  Christ Jesus gave His life to redeem the lost 
from sin.  At just the right time Jesus was born. “But 
when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth 
His Son, born of a woman, born under the law” (Gal. 
4:4).  He lived without sin and then died on a cross to 
save sinners (Heb. 2:9).  If it was not for the death of 
Jesus, God would have no choice but to punish men for 
sin.  But, Jesus died as our sin substitute (2 Cor. 5:21). 
 The gospel is God’s power to save (Rom. 1:16).  
You must share this salvation message with as many as 
you can.  Your love, prayer, concern, and effort my lead 
them to the “Lamb of God” so their sin can be forgiven.  
“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and 
said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world!” (John 1:29). 
 Are you putting forth an honest effort to win the 
souls of others for Jesus?  Do you want to face God in 
eternity having done any less than your best in reaching 
the lost?  Do you want to sit by and allow people you 
love, people who are precious to you, people you work 
with or even strangers to die without God and without 
hope?  Do you want to look into the cold, lifeless face of 
a fellow human being and be left with the awful thought 
that you might have done something to save them from 
hell if only you had tried? 
 If souls are to be won specific action must be 
taken: 
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HANDS! 
 

A basketball in my hands is worth about $19.  A bas-
ketball in Michael Jordan’s hands is worth about $33 
million.  It depends whose hands it’s in. 

A baseball in my hands is worth about  $6.  A base-
ball in Mark McGuire’s hands is worth $19 million.  It 
depends on whose hands it’s in.   

A tennis racket is useless in my hands.  A tennis 
racket in Venus Williams’ hands is a championship 
win.  It depends whose hands it’s in.   

A rod in my hands will keep away a wild animal.  A 
rod in Moses’ hands will part the mighty sea.  It de-
pends on whose hands it’s in.   

A slingshot in my hands is a kid’s toy.  A slingshot 
in David’s hand is a mighty weapon.  It depends 
whose hands it’s in. 

Two fish and 5 loaves of bread in my hands is a cou-
ple of fish sandwiches.  Two fish and 5 loaves of 
bread in God’s hands will feed thousands.  It depends 
whose hands it’s in. 

Nails in my hands might produce a birdhouse.  Nails 
in Jesus Christ’s hands will produce salvation for the 
entire world.  It depends whose hands it’s in. 

As you see now it depends on whose hands it’s in.  
So put your concerns, your worries, your fears, your 
hopes, your dreams your families and your relation-
ships in God’s hands because…it depends whose 
hands it’s in.   

This message is now in your hands.  What will YOU 
do with it? 

       
   Submitted by Sandra Cooper 

 
*************************** 

 
 

DON’T FORGET 
 

WAVERLY GARDENS SERVICE 
EACH  

SUNDAY AFTERNOON 
AT 1:30 

 
YOUR PRESENCE WILL BE AN  

ENCOURAGEMENT 

 

EYE ON SERVICE 
 So many Christians at Forest Hill give of 
their time, energy, and talents, without any recogni-
tion from others.  Of course, these special servants 
are not seeking the praise of men, they simply love 
the Lord and delight in His service.  One such sister 
is Stephanie Ammons.  A number of years ago I 
baptized Stephanie into Christ.  I have watched her 
grow in the Lord.  She is a soul winner and she will-
ingly goes the extra mile to serve others.  Just a few 
days ago I enjoyed some good natured conversation 
with Stephanie as she worked to provide a memora-
ble Jr./Sr. Banquet for our young people.  On behalf 
of the congregation, thank you Stephanie for your 
good attitude and faithful service.  We love you!  
 “Let your light  so shine before 
men…” (Matt. 5:16).     
     Barry 


