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3950 Forest Hill-Irene Rd. 

Memphis, TN 38125 
 

Office:     (901) 751-2444 
Fax:         (901) 751-9711 

      Info Line: (901) 531-8849 
www.foresthillcofc.org 
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Bible Study…………  9:30 A.M. 
Morning Worship...…10:30 A.M. 
Evening Worship……. 5:00 P.M. 
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�Bible Study …………..7:00 P.M.�
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Far East/World Evangelism 

Gospel Broadcasting Network 
Hispanic Work (Getwell) 

In Search of the Lord’s Way 
Kakinada, India 

Manila, Philippines 
Murmansk, Russia 
Truth for the World 

Words of the Master (Memphis 
ComCast Cable ch17) 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE A FREE  
BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE 

COURSE?  
Email: carolha365@bellsouth.net 

Include “Free Course” in  
the subject line. 
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The Resurrection of the Wicked 
Wayne Jackson   

[Editor’s Note: This past Sunday evening I preached  a sermon entitled, “Comfort One 
Another” with our primary text being 1 Thessalonian s  4:13-18. Emphasis was given to 
the resurrection and reunion of the faithful. Some have asked about the state of the 
wicked. Brother Jackson’s scholarly article gives s ome insight into this subject.]  
 The Bible teaches that both the righteous and the wicked will be resurrected from the 
dead. Such being the case, what will be the difference in the composition of these respec-
tive bodies? 
 The Pharisees constituted the “straitest” sect of the Jewish religion in the time of Christ 
(Acts 26:5), but they were not without their own theological flaws. For one thing, they denied 
that the wicked dead would be raised from the grave. 
 In his discussion of the Pharisees, the Jewish historian Josephus declared that the 
Pharisees “believe that souls have an immortal vigor in them,” and that there will be eternal 
rewards and punishments for both the obedient and disobedient, corresponding to how one 
has lived upon the earth—whether “virtuously or viciously.” But only the righteous “shall 
have the power to revive and live again,” i.e., be raised from the dead (Antiquities 18.1.3). 
 The Sadducees, of course, denied the resurrection of the body outright (Mat. 22:23; Acts 
23:8). 

Biblical Evidence 
 To the contrary, the scriptures teach there shall be a resurrection of both classes. Five 
examples of testimony should be sufficient to make the point. 
 Daniel the prophet wrote: “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt” (Dan. 12:2). 
 The term “sleep” has to do with the disposition of the body (not the soul) during the state 
of death. In this case, both those destined to “everlasting life,” and those who will suffer 
“shame and everlasting contempt,” are to “awake.” The significance of “awake” clearly is 
that of a resurrection of the body. There is no way this passage can be taken seriously and 
one fail to acknowledge there will be a general resurrection of both the faithful and the un-
faithful. Christ Himself declared: 
 

Marvel not at this: for the hour comes, in which all that are in the tombs shall hear 
his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of judgment [damnation — 
KJV] (John 5:28-29). 
 

 The Savior foretells a universal resurrection. All are to be raised at the same “hour,” and 
that event specifically will involve those who enter into “life,” as well as those who are to 
encounter “judgment,” which, in this case signifies “the last judgment, the damnation of the 
wicked” (Thayer, 362). This is eternal estrangement from the Creator. 
 Add to this the fact that Christ warned: “And be not afraid of them that kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell” (Mat.10:28). 
 A significant point about this passage, from our current perspective, is the fact that Christ 
speaks of “hell” (gehenna) as the eternal abode of the wicked with its “unquenchable fire.” 
In that connection, the Lord refers to the condemned as having both “body and soul,” along 
with hands, feet, and eyes (Mark 9:43-48). 
 In a defense of the Christian Way before certain Jewish dignitaries, Paul set forth this 
proposition: 
 

But this I confess unto you, that after the Way which they call a sect, so serve I the 
God of our fathers, believing all things which are according to the law, and which are 
written in the prophets; having hope toward God, which these also themselves look 
for, that there shall be a resurrection both of the just and unjust (Acts 24:14-15). 

(continued on page 2) 
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 Again, it is perfectly transparent that the “unjust” will be res-
urrected from the grave. 
 In the 20th chapter of Revelation there is a record of John’s 
vision on Patmos. He sweeps 
forward to the day of Judgment. In connection with that 
event, the apostle writes that “the sea gave up the dead that 
were in it; and death and Hades gave up the dead that were 
in them: and they were judged every man according to their 
works” (v. 13). The distinction drawn between “death” and 
“Hades” reveals that both the bodies and souls of every per-
son were in view. 
 Though the resurrection of the lost is obviously a solid 
teaching of the scriptures, the Bible student must admit that 
there is far less emphasis on the raising of the damned than 
there is on the resurrection of the saved. For example, the 
resurrection of God’s faithful people is treated in one entire 
chapter, 1 Corinthians 15, with considerable supplementation 
as well in 1 Thessalonians 4:13ff. 
 But this imbalance of material is actually to be expected. 
The entire thrust of the Bible is one emphasizing the joy, 
peace, contentment, and everlasting reward in serving the 
Creator. The fate of human rebels is but a tragic appendage 
to the otherwise beautiful purpose of a loving God. 
 

The Essence of a “Resurrection” 
 

 There is one important observation to be made before pro-
ceeding further. The term “resurrection” is translated from the 
Greek word anastasis, derived from two roots—ana, “up,” 
and histemi, “to cause to stand.” A resurrection, therefore, is 
the rising up of that which has been laid down. The body that 
dies and is laid to rest (or burned, drowned, etc.) will be the 
same body in identity that comes forth again. Of course the 
resurrected body will be of a different essence, as Paul indi-
cates in 1 Corinthians 15 (cf. vv 42ff)—though in that context 
he particularly focuses on the resurrection of the believer’s 
body. 
 Two points are important to keep in mind. First, each body 
will retain its own individuality (“each seed a body of its own” 
— v. 38). Second, there will be an identity continuum be-
tween the old body and the new body; otherwise, the term 
“resurrection” becomes meaningless. The thrust of this article 
is to consider the resurrection of the doomed. 
 

The Resurrected Body of the Wicked 
 

 Though it certainly is not a pressing issue, it is a matter of 
some interest as to the nature of the bodies of those to be 
raised from the dead to spend eternity—body and soul—in 
hell. Let us consider this matter briefly, since the scriptures 
teach that the resurrected body (of both saved and lost) will 
bear a just portion of the consequence of the life one has 
lived upon the earth. 
 While the Bible does not address this matter in consider-
able detail, there are descriptions in certain texts that allow a 
degree of respectful speculation—if pursued in moderation. 
 It is in connection with the resurrection of the body that the 
wicked are said to suffer “shame” and “everlasting contempt” 
(Dan. 12:2). Exactly what this effect will be, one cannot say 
precisely; it does seem, however, at least to include the fate 
of the body. 
 The Hebrew term for “shame” is harapot, signifying 
“reproaches,” in the sense of being victim of the reproaches 
of others. The word “contempt” suggests the idea of, “to repel 
from oneself,” thus “something abhorrent” (see: Brown, et al., 
357, 201; Wood, 318). These terms do not reflect the notion 
of attractive creatures! There will be no “handsome hunks” or 

“glamour girls” in hell. The text paints a nightmare sort of pic-
ture. Dante’s Inferno does not do justice to the horrid environ-
ment. 
 In Matthew 10:28 Christ spoke of both body and soul be-
ing “destroyed” in hell. “Destroyed” is from the term apollumi, 
an intensified verbal form hinting of “utter destruction.” Anni-
hilationists interpret this as meaning “going out of existence,” 
but the word does not imply that, as the consultation of a 
Greek concordance will reveal. Homer employed the term of 
a city demolished or laid waste (Iliad 5.648). In the New Tes-
tament the term might be used of old, cracked wineskins 
(Mat. 9:17), fading beauty (Jam. 1:11), spoiled food (John 
6:27), or a lost sheep (Luke 15:4). 
 “The idea is not extinction but ruin, loss, not of being, but 
of well-being” (Vine, 211). The term clearly seems to indicate 
that the body of the wicked will reflect a ruined condition, with 
the beauty of its earthly design egregiously diminished, if not 
extinguished altogether. There is no bodily “redemption” 
(Rom. 8:23) for the rogue! One can only imagine how horrible 
the scenes of hell could be. 
 The resurrected bodies of the unrighteous will be suscepti-
ble to pain, together with whatever “conscience” and 
“memory” torments they will experience (cf. Luke 16:27-28). 
 By means of a dramatic metaphor, Jesus describes the 
punishment of hell as a condition “where their worm dies not, 
and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 9:48). The term “worm” 
(skolex) denoted that type of worm that preys on dead bodies 
(Thayer, 580). In addition, the present tense form of the verb 
“die,” together with the negative “not,” demonstrate that the 
gnawing anguish will neither decrease nor end. The imagery 
unquestionably brings the agony of the doomed person’s res-
urrected body into sharp focus. 
 There also are certain conclusions to be drawn in the 
contrasts between the resurrected just and the unjust. For 
example, Daniel wrote: “And they that are wise shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to 
righteousness as the stars for ever and ever” (Dan. 12:3). To 
this Jesus adds: “Then shall the righteous shine forth as the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father” (Mat. 13:43). 
 The resplendent bodies of the godly will stand in bold 
contrast to the ominously dark countenances of the wretched. 
For the ungodly there will be no “celestial” or “glorified” body 
(1 Cor. 15:40, 43). And, as noted already, there will be no 
body “redemption” as affirmed by Paul on behalf of the godly 
(Rom. 8:23). 
 How forlorn the lost will be as they contemplate their dis-
enfranchised state, when Christ raises his people to “fashion 
anew the body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed to 
the body of his glory, according to the working whereby he is 
able even to subject all things unto himself” (Phi. 3:21). 
 

Conclusion 
 

 Perhaps this is a question about which you, as a student 
of God’s word, have wondered, but never have pursued. As-
suredly, it is an issue upon which to reflect seriously as one 
contemplates the reality of eternity. 
Sources/Footnotes  
Brown, F., Driver, S.R., Briggs, A. (1981 ed.), Hebrew and English Lexicon of 
the Old Testament (Lafayette, IN: Associated Publishers). 
Thayer, J.H. (1958 ed.), A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament 
(Edinburgh: T.&T. Clark). 
Vine, W.E. (1991), Amplified Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words 
(Iowa Falls: World Bible Publishers). 
Wood, Leon (1973), A Commentary on Daniel (Grand Rapids: Zondervan). 
 

(from Christian Courier, January 2007) 
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NOTES OF APPRECIATION 
Dear Forest Hill Family, 
 Arthur and I want you to know how we appreciate all of 
the calls, cards, and many ways you have made efforts to 
ease the problems we both have suffered this year. May 
the Lord bless you in your efforts to comfort others. 
    Thanks again, 
    Arthur and Jean Lee 
 

BABY SHOWER 
There will be a baby shower for Rebecca Watson Taylor 
on Saturday, March 29, at 10:00 a.m. in the break room. 
She is registered at Wal-mart.  
 

VBS ANNOUNCEMENT 
This year’s VBS will be conducted on the weekday morn-
ings of June 9-12. We need men or women as: 
       

•Story room workers        •Craft room workers 
•Classroom attendants               •Refreshment workers 
 

Sign up on the church bulletin board if you are able to help. 
 

MEMPHIS REDBIRDS 
If you signed up to go to the Memphis Redbirds game on 
Saturday, April 12, please pay your money to Stephanie 
Ammons. The cost is $8.50 per person. 
 

SPRING YOUTH RETREAT 
All youth (7th grade and up) are invited to attend the 
Spring Youth Retreat at Sardis Lake Christian Camp the 
weekend of May 3-5. The cost is $25/person. Please see 
Keith McAlister for more information. 
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE THE BULLETIN VIA 
EMAIL (PDF FORMAT) please send an email to 
sammons@foresthillcofc.org and let the office know.  
 

IN THE AREA 
 Ladies Day, Germantown Church of Christ, Saturday, 
March 29, 9:00—11:45. Speaker: Laurel Sewell. 
 Ladies Day, Woodland Hills Church of Christ, Saturday, 
March 29, 8:15—Noon. Speaker: Sheila Butt.  
 Gospel Meeting, Getwell Church of Christ, April 6-9, 
Monday—Wednesday, 7 p.m. Speaker: Victor Eskew. 

 
THE SHANE RUIZ TRAGEDY 

 Shane Ruiz, freshman at Freed Hardeman University, 
was in a drowning accident last week in the Dominican 
Republic, while involved in a mission trip to that country. 
According to school officials he was swept away by a 
strong undercurrent as he waded in three feet of water. As 
of this writing, his body had still not been recovered.  
 Forest Hill has long been associated with the Ruiz fam-
ily. Shane’s parents, Joe and Bonnie, were missionaries to 
the Far East for many years. His brother, Kevin, is a 1992 
alumnus of Memphis School of Preaching. In recent years, 
his brother Chris was a member of Forest Hill.  
 More details will be forthcoming. In the meantime, keep 
this grieving family in your prayers. 

LORD’S TABLE  
PRESIDE: 
ASSIST:  

Larry Fife 
Daniel Flegert 
Daniel Rogers 
Cody Starnes  

Morne Stephanus 
Kurt Nelson 

Nicholas Stacks 
Donnie Vick 

A.M. OPENING: 
A.M. CLOSING: 
P. M. OPENING: 
P. M. CLOSING:  

PRAYERS:  
TO BE 

SELECTED 
FROM 

AUDIENCE 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
RECORD, WEEK OF MARCH 23, 2008 

BIBLE STUDY: 
A.M. WORSHIP: 
P. M. WORSHIP: 
CONTRIBUTION: 

200 
285 
183 

$15,779.00 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
If you are unable to lead prayer or serve at the Lo rd’s 
table, please contact Gene Gordon or Greg Rickles. 

The elders request that you wear a coat and tie  
when serving at the Lord’s table. 

OUR SICK 
BAPTIST DESOTO HOSPITAL 
 Alice House, 915. 
ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL 
 John Brydson, 409. 
 D.H. Kirby, 526. 

REQUESTED PRAYERS: Nikoebi Wade and Allison 
Weber 

 
 

 
 

“WORDS FROM THE MASTER”  
Forest Hill Church of Christ 

Wednesdays: 5:00-5:30 P.M. 
ComCast Cable - Channel 17 

HOMEBOUND 

Arthur and Jean Lee 
Nell Mills 
Narlene Riley 
Genoa Sasser 
Myrtle Sayers  
Dian Siler 
Virginia Stetz 

Dollie Baxter 
Robert Boling 
Cathy Carter 
Ann Castleman 
Ann Caughron 
Jesse Davis 
Charles Godwin 
Grace Hollis 

ILL AT HOME 
Andy Ammons 
Mallory Barnes 
Jerry Jacobs 
Andy Lawrence 

Lenore Looney 
Myra Martin 
Matilene McGuire 
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MY RULES FOR LIFE 
George W. DeHoff 

 

1. I try never to say anything behind a man’s back that would give me the least embarrassment to say to his 
face. 

2. I try never to speak back to personal critics—friends do not need to hear the defense and enemies would not 
believe it. 

3. Every day I greet every person I see with a smile and make a special effort to do so if the person is poor or in 
unfortunate circumstances. 

4. The first thing when I awake in the morning, I plan what my duty for the day is and try to go beyond it. 

5. Every day I read from the Bible and some other good book—feeding the mind and soul is more important 
than feeding the body. 

6. I try to pay every debt I owe on time and always save something from every paycheck, however small. 

7. I like people and never harbor any malice or hatred toward any person in the world; I like places and have yet 
to be anywhere that I do not like—I go there with the intention of liking the place. 

8. I am a confirmed optimist believing that even in this life evil men will be punished by their own unhappiness 
and good men will be rewarded. “It’s better further on.” 

9. I try to close each day as if it were the last day I’d be on earth, closing the books on all regrets, worries, and 
annoyances. 

10. The last thing I do at night is to count one by one the blessings of the day. This makes me so thankful and 
happy that I soon drift into pleasant sleep, in this spirit I hope to close life’s journey and drift into eternity.  

 


