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THE HOPE OF THE GOSPEL 
Bobby Liddell 

 
[EDITOR’S NOTE: Next week, during Memphis School of Preaching Lectures, the man-
tle of leadership will pass from Curtis Cates to Bobby Liddell, as director of the Mem-
phis School of Preaching. The following manuscript appeared in last year’s lectureship 
volume, The Gospel of Christ. We appreciate the great work of Brother Cates and we 
look forward to a continued display of excellent leadership by Brother Liddell.] 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 Hope for freedom, liberty, and a better life pushed our courageous forefathers 
across the oceans to America, sustained them through the hardships of hunger and 
cold, drove them into the rugged wilderness, across raging rivers, over snow-capped 
mountains, to verdant valleys and pleasant, productive plains. Hope builds nations, 
because it drives individuals to hold on, to keep on, to move on, to attempt the 
“impossible,” and succeed. It sustains the motivation to try one more time, when suc-
cess seems absolutely unattainable, at worst, and elusive at best, when trying again 
seems useless, even foolish, for all previous efforts failed, when friends’ best inten-
tions say give up, and when the world laughs at us for even thinking we can--but 
hope does. 
 More importantly, hope establishes homes, cements the bonds of husbands 
and wives, sustains struggling families, produces children, and promotes learning, 
advancement, and achievement. Hope defines moments of greatness, because it dem-
onstrates abilities previously thought impossible, demands sacrifices formerly un-
thinkable, and delivers sweet victory from sure defeat. 
 Most importantly, hope saves. 

For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for 
what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope 
for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it (Rom. 
8:24-25). 

 Hope filled the hearts of first century Christians although their Master was 
put to death on a cruel cross, the Jewish rulers opposed them, and government con-
demned them (Col. 1:27; 2 The. 2:16). When persecuted, even to the death, the faith-
ful continued stedfastly, their expectation undimmed, and their focus sharpened. 
Peace within spoke forth in calm words of confident faith (2 Cor. 3:12), sang cease-
less praise in the dungeons, prayed for their oppressors in selfless love, and won the 
victory, conquering kingdoms (Dan. 2:44).  
 Hope did not die on the cross! It was not buried in Joseph of Arimathea’s 
tomb. It was not imprisoned by the councils. Nor, was it silenced in the Roman are-
nas. All the forces of men and Satan beat upon it, but to their own destruction (Rev. 
20-22), while hope shone forth brighter. What a marvelous blessing is the blessing of 
hope. 

(continued on page 2) 
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WHAT IS HOPE? 
 Every person needs hope, but what is it? Was the 
German philosopher, Nietzsche (1844-1900), correct 
when he wrote, “Hope is the worst of evils, for it pro-
longs the torments of man”? (Wisdom Quotes). Did Ing-
ersoll (1833-1899), preacher’s son, notable American 
orator, and agnostic of repute, accurately portray hope, 
when he said: “Hope is the only universal liar who never 
loses his reputation for veracity”? (The Quote Garden). 
Or, is hope “independent of the apparatus of logic” as 
Norman Cousins (1915-1990), editor of the Saturday 
Review, and world government proponent stated? (The 
Quote Garden). 
 Hope, as shown by the Hebrew words of the Old 
Testament, and the Greek words of the New Testament, 
all chosen by the Holy Spirit, means anticipation, expec-
tation, confidence, and trust. Indicated also are the ideas 
of that for which we long, for which we live, and of 
which we are sure. As well, the concepts of pleasure and 
refuge adhere to the word hope. Hope involves an ear-
nest desire for (Pro. 13:12), and a confident expectation 
of (Job 31:24; Phi. 1:20) that which is good.  
 Most misuse the word today, expressing desire 
when there is no real expectation. We say, “I hope to 
win the Publisher’s Clearing House Sweepstakes,” when 
the chances are 1 in 330,000,000 of winning the Grand 
Prize (pch.com). Or, someone who rejects God’s will 
might still optimistically declare, “I hope to go to 
heaven.” Yet, by inspiration, the wise man wrote: 
“When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish: 
and the hope of unjust men perisheth” (Pro. 11:7; cf. Job 
8:13-14). So, hope is not just desire. Likewise, hope is 
not just expectation. We might expect to have heart dis-
ease, because of family history, but we surely do not 
hope to have it. So, hope involves both earnest desire 
and confident expectation. 

WHO NEEDS HOPE? 
 One does not need hope--unless he lives, or dies. 
Thus, all human beings need hope. Pearl S. Buck (1892-
1973), daughter of Presbyterian missionaries to China, 
author, and humanitarian, wrote, “To eat bread without 
hope is still slowly to starve to death” (Wisdom Quotes). 
While the hungry “hopes” for food, the homeless for 
shelter, the lonely for a friend, the sick for health, the 
poor for money, the weak for power, the outcast for ac-
ceptance, and the bereaved for comfort, the hope of the 
Gospel, while affecting these temporal needs, speaks to 
the eternal needs of the spirit, the inner man. 
 The hope of the Gospel is salvation in Christ now 
and eternally (1 Tim. 1:1). Part of the “Christian’s Ar-
mor” is hope. “But let us, who are of the day, be sober, 
putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an 
helmet, the hope of salvation” (1 The. 5:8). Thus, 

Jeremiah, prophet of old, wrote: “It is good that a man 
should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of 
the LORD” (Lam. 3:26). All men need this hope. 
 In addition, death demands hope. As a preacher, 
I have observed death, and its mourners. I have seen 
vividly portrayed the truth of 1 Thessalonians 4. 

But I would not have you to be ignorant, breth-
ren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him. For this we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord, that we which are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not 
prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: Then we which are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one an-
other with these words (1 The. 4:13-18). 

 Thank God, we, as Christians, are not “as others 
which have no hope.” In the great resurrection chapter, 
the apostle Paul penned: “If in this life only we have 
hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable” (1 
Cor. 15:19). Thus, Paul argued the hope and resurrection 
of the dead (Acts 23:6; 24:15; 1 Cor. 15:13ff). Hope is 
not just about now, but transcends time, passes through 
the doorway of death, to reach into eternity with the 
righteous man’s desire for a heavenly home. Thus, the 
Hebrews writer recorded of the “hope set before us” 
(Heb. 6:18), “Which hope we have as an anchor of the 
soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that 
within the veil” (v. 19). 
 Our hope is, ultimately, for everlasting life; that 
is, an eternal abode in Heaven. “That being justified by 
his grace, we should be made heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life” (Tit. 3:7). Paul declared that he 
lived, “In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot 
lie, promised before the world began” (1:2). So, must 
we live, and we can, “If ye continue in the faith 
grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the 
hope of the gospel” (Col. 1:23). 
 There is no good reason why anyone should 
live, or die, without hope! 
 All need hope because life is brief, and death is a 
reality (Jam. 4:14; Psa. 89:47; 90:10, 12; Heb. 9:27). 
Hopeless men wander the streets of mankind’s journey, 
cursing death, the dead, and the dying—until they die. 
How shall we face death--hopeful, or hopeless? “The  

(continued on page 4) 
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wicked is driven away in his wickedness: but the righteous 
hath hope in his death” (Pro. 14:32; cf. Isa. 38:18). At death, 
money no longer matters, and pleasures of the world are all 
passed. Power and popularity stop at the grave, and all that 
is of real importance is whether or not one lived so as to 
have hope. Thus, all accountable beings need the hope of 
salvation in Christ (Eph. 1:7, 18). 
 Those in sin need hope. Sin burdens with an over-
whelming weight, consumes with an unbearable grief, 
crushes with an inescapable guilt, forfeits the best this world 
has to offer, and separates the sinner from the eternal good, 
and the eternal God of Heaven (Isa. 59:1-2). Jeremiah re-
corded the words of the Lord against the wicked of his day, 
“And they said, There is no hope: but we will walk after our 
own devices, and we will every one do the imagination of 
his evil heart” (Jer. 18:12). For such men, there is no hope, 
nor for those who trust in the lying words of men which give 
only a false “hope” which robs one of his soul.  

They have seen vanity and lying divination, say-
ing, The LORD saith: and the LORD hath not sent 
them: and they have made others to hope that they 
would confirm the word (Eze. 13:6). 

FOR WHAT DO CHRISTIANS HOPE? 
The Christian’s hope, the hope of the Gospel, is not for 
wealth, health, pleasure, or position. Our hope resides not in 
such “things,” but in the true God Who made us, and blesses 
us: “Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and 
whose hope the LORD is” (Jer. 17:7).  
 Hear what the Old Testament Psalmist wrote of the 
blessings upon those who hope in the Lord (Psa. 38:15; 
39:7; 71:5), and praise Him (42:5, 11; 43:5; 71:14). With 
hope, come courage and strength (31:24), for the “eye of the 
LORD is upon them” (33:18), along with His mercy (33:22), 
and help (146:5), and His ear is open to their prayers 
(38:15). They do not “forget the works of God, but keep his 
commandments” (78:7), for their hope is in His Word 
(119:49, 81, 114, 116; 130:5), and the result is redemption 
(130:7), for with such, the Lord is pleased (147:11). 
 We are thankful for the Scriptures of Old: “For 
whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for 
our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope” (Rom. 15:4). The encouraging 
fact is this: the hope we have is even “better” than that of the 
Old Testament faithful (Heb. 7:19). 
 Christians do not hope for a utopian world on a 
renovated earth, nor for a materialistic, millenial kingdom. 
The Christian’s hope is not just for an easy death, and an 
endless sleep. Ultimate passage from some supposed  Purga-
tory is not the reason to live in hope. Christians earnestly 
desire and confidently expect a better place than this mortal 
sphere, a better country than our beloved homeland, a con-
tinuing city, a loving, everlasting home with our Father 
where there will be no more death, no more tears, no more 
sorrow (Rev. 21:4). 

(To be concluded next week) 


