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VISIT US SOON! 
Sunday: 

Bible Study…………  9:30 A.M. 
Morning Worship...…10:30 A.M. 
Evening Worship……. 5:00 P.M. 

Wednesday: 
 Bible Study …………..7:00 P.M. 

 
HOME OF THE 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL  
OF PREACHING 

www.msop.org 
 

Missions Supported: 
Far East/World Evangelism 

Gospel Broadcasting Network 
In Search of the Lord’s Way 

Kakinada, India 
Manila, Philippines 
Murmansk, Russia 
Truth for the World 

Words of the Master (Memphis 
ComCast Cable ch17) 

 
WOULD YOU LIKE A FREE  
BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE 

COURSE?  
Email: carolha365@bellsouth.net 

Include “Free Course” in  
the subject line. 
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A DEVOTED HEART IS… 
 

An understanding heart— 
Incline your heart to understanding 

Proverbs 2:2  
 

A trusting heart— 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart 

Proverbs 3:5 
 

A guarded heart— 
Above all else, guard your heart 

Proverbs 4:23 
 

A tranquil heart— 
A tranquil heart is life to the body 

Proverbs 14:30 
 

A happy heart— 
For the happy heart, life is a continual feast 

Proverbs 15:15 
 

A righteous heart— 
The heart of the righteous ponders how to answer 

Proverbs 15:28 
 

A wise heart— 
A wise man’s heart guides his mouth 

Proverbs 16:23 
 

A discerning heart— 
The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge 

Proverbs 18:15 
 
 

Take your heart medicine everyday by reading the chapter in Proverbs 
that corresponds with the day of the month. If the month has only 30 

days, double the dosage, read 2 chapters. —-The Editor 
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MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT SEMINAR 
 

February 22-23, 2008 
(Friday evening and Saturday morning) 

 

Location: Forest Hill Church of Christ 
 

Speaker: Keith A. Mosher, Sr. 
 

The seminar is for adults  
of all ages:  

married, divorced,  
and single. 

 

More information to come. 

DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 “DIRECTLY” GUIDE ANYONE TODAY? 

Wayne Price 
 

Though the question can be answered in one word, the 
word, “NO,” yet more needs to be said in regard to this 
very important and timely question. The denominational 
world has long taught, thanks to John Calvin, that the 
Spirit directly influences and guides people today in con-
viction, conversion, and sanctification. It is sad to see a 
form of this direct guidance doctrine now making inroads 
into the church of our Lord. 
 
Some of our brethren, who have been so reliable in the 
past, are adopting the view that the Holy Spirit does not 
directly influence non-Christians (differing from most Cal-
vinistic teaching), yet they argue that the Spirit “directly” 
aids Christians in living the Christian life, and that He 
does so “separate and apart” from the Word of God. 
 
A second view is that the Holy Spirit operates on the child 
of God just as He does on the non-Christian namely 
through the agency of the Word of God. Some, to make 
their Calvinistic leanings more tolerable, try to soften op-
position to their doctrine by claiming that the Spirit influ-
ences Christians today “in conjunction with the word” or 
“along with the word.” They hope you won’t recognize that 
this would mean there are still two influences, one direct 
and one through the Word of God. 
 
Friends, that which some claim is brought about by the 
Holy Spirit can also be shown to be that which is done by 
the Word of God, hence the inevitable conclusion is that 
the Spirit is acting through the same Word of God. When I 
was a young preacher, a man told me: “Wayne, there has 
to be something more than this book” (to guide us—wp). 
Over the years, I have labeled this the “Doctrine of some-
thing else!” Such folks lean toward moods and feelings, 
and allow emotion to reign supreme. If they feel good, 
they believe they are acceptable with God. However, they 
conveniently forget that mental exhilaration and good 
feelings also exist in the hearts of the irreligious which 
proves nothing. 
 
Relying upon what one “feels” in his heart is pure subjec-
tivism. May we never forget that the “sword of the Spirit” 
is “the Word of God” (Eph. 6:17), and that the Holy Spirit 
guides mankind today in no other way. Whether one is a 
Christian or non-Christian makes no difference! 
 
Notice the chart: 
 

   Holy Spirit    Word of God 
 

Rom. 8:16    “Witnesses”  John 5:39 
John 16:8    “Convicts”  Titus 1:9 

2 Cor. 3:16      “Begets”  Jam. 1:18 
John 3:5    “Gives Birth”  1 Pet. 1:23 
Neh. 9:30      “Teaches”  2 Tim. 3:16 
1 Cor. 6:11     “Sanctifies”  John 17:17 
Eph. 3:16   “Strengthens”  Acts 20:32 

NOTE OF APPRECIATION 
Dear Forest Hill congregation, 
 When I arrived here in June of 2007, I was very 
nervous to be in a new and unknown place. I thought to 
myself, I am so far away from home and family, and at first 
it was a little scary. I was soon comforted by loving and 
open hearts. In my time here at the Memphis School of 
Preaching I have come to realize I am not so far away 
from home after all. You all have made me feel right at 
home and much loved, for that there are no words that 
could express my gratitude towards all of you. Many have 
sent me cards of encouragement, some have invited me 
to their home and made me feel as if I am family. And 
sometimes just the simple “how are you doing?” or “is eve-
rything going ok?” brightens my day. Never have I met a 
congregation of people that love and care about one an-
other the way that you do, and for that I commend you, 
and know the Lord smiles upon you all for being the Chris-
tian family and example that we all should strive to be. 
 

 One day when I was writing my support letters, I 
thought to myself, not only are we supported by many con-
gregations all across the nation, but we are supported 
most of all right here at Forest Hill. In my thoughts, I said 
to myself, “do the members at Forest Hill know how much 
they mean to us at MSOP?” That being said, I would like 
to take this time to thank you all for everything that you do 
for us in our two years here at school. Not only do we gain 
the knowledge to become the preachers that we strive to 
be, but we also gain lifelong friends, and I will always carry 
in my heart the love that Forest Hill has for each student 
that comes to the school. Sometimes we get so busy with 
school work we forget to let the people that care about us 
know that we care also, and that your encouragement 
does not go unseen. Even though we are here for two 
years, I have already come to realize that time does go by 
fast, and before you know it we will be on our way out into 
the world teaching the Gospel.  One thing is for sure, 
wherever I may go to preach, I will always carry a special 
place in my heart for the members here at Forest Hill 
Church of Christ. Thank you all so very much for being the 
Christian family that you are.  
 

   In Christian Love, 
   George S. Bowman, Jr. 
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The law of God is perfect in the sense that it fulfills 
God’s intended purpose. God gave the Law of Moses 
and therefore it was holy, good, and yes, perfect (Psa. 
19:7; cf. Rom. 7:12). The word perfect, however, should 
be considered only in this limited sense. What then did 
the writer of Hebrews have in mind when he wrote the 
following, 
 

But now hath he obtained a more excellent minis-
try, by how much also he is the mediator of a bet-
ter covenant, which was established upon better 
promises. For if that first covenant had been fault-
less, then should no place have been sought for 
the second. For finding fault with them, he saith, 
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah (Heb. 6-8). 

 
 The context of the above passage has to do with 
promises (v. 6) made by God, which could not be ac-
complished by the Law of Moses. No promise made by 
God was of more benefit to man than the promise of 
sins forgiven. Such was under consideration in the pas-
sage quoted from Jeremiah 31:31-34. As later stated in 
Hebrews, the Law of Moses had no provision for sins. 

But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance 
again made of sins every year. For it is not possi-
ble that the blood of bulls and of goats should 
take away sins (Heb. 10:3-4). 

 
 Those sins were remembered every year. How-
ever, Christ’s sacrifice once for all (Heb. 10:12) satisfied 
the justice of God and man could enjoy the benefits of 
God’s promise, “though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool” (Isa. 1:18). 
 The book of Galatians, like Hebrews, contrasts 
the legal system of the Law of Moses with the liberty un-
der the law of Christ. Paul expected questions to arise 
about the purpose of the law when he both asks and an-
swers the following question. “Wherefore then serveth 
the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the 
seed should come to whom the promise was made; and 
it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator” (Gal. 
3:19). Yes, the law was perfect in fulfilling its purpose to 
make sin “exceedingly sinful” (Rom. 12:13). However, it 
was not “faultless” because sin could only be forgiven 
under Christ.  

WAS THE LAW PERFECT OR NOT? 
Barry M. Grider 

(Heb. 8:6-8; Psa. 19:7) 


