
Forest Hill 
Church of Christ 
3950 Forest Hill-Irene Rd. 

Memphis, TN 38125 
 

Office:     (901) 751-2444 
Fax:         (901) 751-9711 

      Info Line: (901) 531-8849 
www.foresthillcofc.org 

 

Elders: 
Anthony D. Callahan 

Jim D. Crowe 
Floyd M. Hayes 

Harold D. Mangrum 
Leonard Watson 

 

Minister: 
Barry M. Grider, Pulpit 

 

VISIT US SOON! 
Sunday: 

Bible Study…………  9:30 A.M. 
Morning Worship...…10:30 A.M. 
Evening Worship……. 5:00 P.M. 

Wednesday: 
 Bible Study …………..7:00 P.M. 

 
HOME OF THE 

MEMPHIS SCHOOL  
OF PREACHING 

www.msop.org 
 

Missions Supported: 
Far East/World Evangelism 

Gospel Broadcasting Network 
In Search of the Lord’s Way 

Kakinada, India 
Manila, Philippines 
Murmansk, Russia 
Truth for the World 

Words of the Master (Memphis 
ComCast Cable ch17) 

 
WOULD YOU LIKE A FREE  
BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE 

COURSE?  
Email: carolha365@bellsouth.net 

Include “Free Course” in  
the subject line. 

Volume 35          February 5, 2008                                          Number 6 

THE FOREST HILL NEWS 

CAN GOD REALLY FORGIVE ME? 
Allen Webster 

 
"God could never forgive me. I’ve done some awful things.” 
 
How many times has that thought passed through the synapses of human brains? 
Does it frequently lodge in your “gray matter”? When you are alone at night with 
just your thoughts, are they thoughts of despair, hopelessness, and frustration? 
 
The private thoughts of a prodigal boy in a pigpen in the far country give us some 
hope (Luke 15:11–32). That boy was an invention of the Master storyteller to share 
a message about forgiveness . . . about a Father’s all-encompassing, incomprehen-
sible love . . . heaven’s sermon of hope when the devil preaches despair. 
 
That hungry prodigal knew his rich father would not go to bed without supper that 
night. But the son would. Pondering this thought, he realized that nobody on his 
father’s farm would fall asleep with a growling stomach. But he would. Even his fa-
ther’s servants had “bread enough and to spare” (Luke 15:17). But he didn’t. 
 
Since the father in the parable represents the Father in the Bible, we can draw 
some interesting conclusions from the phrase “bread enough and to spare.” God 
has never been stingy with His blessings. He “giveth to all men liberally, and up-
braideth not” (Jam. 1:5; cf. 1:17). 
 
Take bread, for instance. When Israel needed some in the wilderness, they had all 
the manna they wanted: “Gather of it every man according to his eating, an omer 
for every man” (Exo. 16:16). When a widow shared with Elijah what she thought 
was her last meal, God refilled her meal barrel, and no matter how much she 
dipped out, it stayed full until the famine ended (1 Kin. 17:15–16). When Jesus fed 
five thousand men (besides women and children), the famished people ate all they 
wanted and still had twelve baskets left (Mat. 14:20). When He “opened His buffet” 
to four thousand another day, they, too, ate their fill and had seven baskets extra 
(Mat. 15:37). 
 
When we think of man and see the magnitude of his sin, we can hardly understand 
how a single sinner can be saved; but when we think of God and see the magni-
tude of His love, we can hardly understand how a single one could be lost. 
 
Have you considered that God loved sinners better than He loved His own Son? 
How can you say that, you ask? He “spared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all” (Rom. 8:32), but He spares sinners. He poured His wrath upon His Son 
and made Him (the Innocent) the substitute for sinners, that He might lavish love 
upon us (the guilty) who deserved His anger. 
 
Since God freely gives us all things (Rom. 8:32) and withholds “no good thing . . . 
from them that walk uprightly” (Psa. 84:11), what can we count on when we make 
the journey back to our Father from the far country? 

(continued on page 2) 
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MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT SEMINAR 
 

February 22-23, 2008 
Friday 6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. 
Saturday 8:30 a.m.— noon 

 

Location: Forest Hill Church of Christ 
 

Speaker: Keith A. Mosher, Sr. 
 

The seminar is for adults  
of all ages:  

married, divorced,  
and single. 

 

Please add your name to the sign-up sheet on 
the church bulletin board if you plan to attend. 

 

Out of Town Guests: Please call the church  
office at 901-751-2444 to RSVP.  

 

With God, there is grace enough and to spare. No 
one has gotten up from God’s table still needing a 
snack of grace. Is your case a difficult one? Have your 
sins been shocking and frequent? Are your spiritual 
diseases strange and complex? 
 
Consider that He who made the earth and stretched 
out the heavens like a tent has no bound to His 
strength nor limit to His might. In six thousand years, 
He has never failed at anything—will His first failure be 
saving you? Will you prove too strong for omnipotence, 
too clever for omniscience, or too unlovable for omni-
benevolence? If He made you (Gen. 1:27), He can re-
make you (2 Cor. 5:17). If He claims you (2 Cor. 6:18), 
He can cleanse you (Acts 22:16). His “hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save” (Isa. 59:1). 
 
After all these years, is there still bread enough on 
God’s table of grace? Isaiah issued this invitation 
twenty-seven centuries ago: “Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly par-
don” (Isa. 55:7). 
 
It still stands. God offers “abundant grace” (2 Cor. 
4:15) and “abundant mercy” (1 Pet. 1:3; cf. Tit. 3:5–6), 
yea, “exceeding abundant” (1 Tim. 1:14). He is able “to 
save them to the uttermost” that come to Him (Heb. 
7:25). Peter said, “For so an entrance shall be minis-
tered unto you abundantly into the everlasting king-
dom” (2 Pet. 1:11). Paul concluded: “Where sin 
abounded, grace doth much more abound” (Rom. 
5:20). 
 
Let’s put this plenteous grace to the test in a real world 
of really bad sinners. Did God live up to His promises? 
 

• Those on whose hands God saw crimson 
stains that matched His Son’s blood type were 
told, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins” (Acts 2:38). Three thousand of them washed 
their hands “in the fountain filled with blood, drawn 
from Immanuel’s veins” that very day (2:41; cf. Zec.  
13:1), and many others took Him up on His offer in 
coming weeks (Acts 2:47). It would be hard to 
imagine a case today that could be the equal of the 
Pentecost sinners. 

 
• What about moral delinquents? Doubtless the 
immoral and swindlers and drunks are not welcome 
at the Father’s banquet. Right? Again, we find they 
are—provided they are penitent. Paul wrote of 
some who had been fornicators, idolaters, adulter-
ers, homosexuals, thieves, covetous, drunkards, 
revilers, and extortioners (1 Cor. 6:9–10). By God’s 
grace, they had been washed, sanctified, and justi-
fied (6:11). 

• Saul of Tarsus, who was public enemy number 
one in the kingdom of heaven at the time, tested the 
grace-enough-and-to-spare-principle as perhaps no 
other individual has. He was a blasphemer of God 
and murderer of innocent Christians. It seems he 
organized and supervised the mob killing of 
Stephen, for instance, who likely left a wife and child 
on earth when the fatal rock prematurely sent him 
into eternity (Acts 7). 
 
• Surely, Saul would find that grace could cover 
only so much—and that he had long ago crossed 
that line. No, he also found bread enough and to 
spare. Years later he wrote of himself (still calling 
himself the chief of sinners) as one “who was before 
a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I 
obtained mercy . . . and the grace of our Lord was 
exceeding abundant” (1 Tim. 1:13–14). Is it any 
wonder that Paul wrote more of grace than any 
other New Testament writer—in fact, more than all 
the others combined! 
 

Can God forgive you? Yes! Will God forgive you? Yes. 
The question really is, “Do you really want to be for-
given?” Are you willing to take God on His terms? What 
are His terms? Learning of Christ (John 6:44–45); faith 
in Christ (Acts 16:31); repentance of sins (Luke 13:3); 
confession of Christ (Rom. 10:10); baptism into Christ 
(1 Pet. 3:21); and then faithful living for Christ (Rev. 
2:10). 
 
Take God at His Word. Trust in Him. Obey Him. Live 
with Him forever! 
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WHAT WE REMEMBER 
Barry M. Grider 

 
Several weeks ago I attended the funeral service of former Knight Arnold member Orbrey Brotherton, who passed 
away at the age of 95. Brother Brotherton was a good man and leaves behind a faithful wife, Emma. I was touched at 
the service as the minister read several remarks from Brother Brotherton’s grandchildren. Each one reminisced about a 
deeply loved grandfather and I was touched by how the “little things” made the greatest impression upon their lives. 
These grandchildren, now grown, remembered a grandfather who bought them a coca cola and peanuts, gave them 
piggy back rides on his back, let them wear his firefighters hat, or comb his hair. They mentioned his growing tomatoes 
and feeding the ducks, eating ice cream until midnight, receiving silver dollars at Christmas and the joy of holding his 
hand while walking around the block. Truly, what we remember most are the special “little things” that people do that 
really do mean a lot. 
 
Paul stated, “love is kind” (1 Cor. 13:4). Kindness really is love in the little things. There are many people who do good, 
but not all good people are kind. Kindness comes from deep within. Again, the apostle stated, “Be ye kind one to an-
other, tender hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you (Eph. 4:32). Followers of 
God understand the importance of maintaining this attitude for our God is “of great kindness” (Joel 2:13). 
 
Kindness is reflected in the Christian’s speech. Such causes us to refrain from saying those things that are hateful, 
hurtful, and harmful. Kindness causes us to be respectful toward others, even those with whom we disagree. Kindness 
causes us to speak encouraging words and dictates the tones we use. 
 
Likewise, kindness is seen in our deeds. It can be seen through an encouraging note to one who is facing a challenge 
or an embrace when another has lost someone dear. Perhaps kindness is noted when praise is bestowed upon some-
one who has done well, excitement when someone has won, or thoughtfulness when everybody else forgets. 
 
Dear friend, think about how you will be remembered. The legacy you leave behind will probably not be determined by 
one special moment of greatness in your life, but, rather, through the loving “little things” you did for your family, friends, 
and even your enemies. One thing is for sure, our Lord sees it all, and He will reward accordingly (Mat. 25:35-37). 


