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Brother V. P. Black, one of the premier gospel preachers of the past sixty
years, passed on to his reward, Sunday, February 4, 2007, at the age of 88. Hav-
ing devoted his life to the cause of Christ, it was fitting that brother Black went
to glory on the Lord’s day and, also, on the day the lectures began at his beloved
alma mater, Freed-Hardeman. Among the classmates of V. P. Black were
George W. Bailey and Richard Curry. Brother Bailey once commented to me,
“V. P. Black—now that’s an evangelist.” Indeed, he was. Countless souls have
been saved because of his preaching. When he stepped into the pulpit he
preached with great power and authority. His sermons were filled with the scrip-
tures and with scores of sobering illustrations. I know of no one that could equal
Brother Black when preaching about the cross or eternity. He said, “let a man
think about eternity long enough and he will get right with God or go mad.”
Several at Forest Hill have mentioned that they obeyed the gospel, during the
invitation, following a V. P. Black sermon.

Perhaps his greatest contribution to the Lord’s church was his ability to
focus our attention upon giving. Rust As A Witness and My God and My Money
continue to serve as a great tool to encourage individuals and congregations to
open their pocketbooks and wallets and give more. The last time he was with
this congregation was in January, 2005. On those occasions he preached on the
subject of giving. Brother Black also did much to further Christian education.
The school of religion at Faulkner University in Montgomery, Alabama is
named in his honor.

| shall always be grateful for the influence of brother Black upon my life.
In 1975, when | was but a youth of 10 years of age, my dad gave me the money
to purchase brother Black’s collection of sermons entitled, This Crooked Gen-
eration. Brother Black autographed the copy and wrote, “To Barry Grider, a fine
young man and future preacher.” | shall cherish that book always. Likewise, |
will hold dear the memories of spending time with V. P. and Lourine Black.
Moreover, may all of us who preach continue to press on with the preaching of
the saving gospel of Christ. This past Lord’s day, | preached a V. P. Black ser-
mon entitled, “Reemphasizing the Restoration Plea.” Thank God for those, like
brother Black, who have spoken the pure word of God unto us. The psalmist
wrote, “We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told us, what
work thou didst in their days, in the times of old” (Psm. 44:1). Let us go and do,
likewise on behalf of future generations.
Barry M. Grider
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CHRIST THE HOPE OF THE WORLD (PART TWO)
V.P. BLACK

JESUS CHRIST IS THE HOPE OF THE WORLD FOR
HE IS THE ONLY TEACHER THAT EVER
PRACTICED TO PERFECTION WHAT HE TAUGHT

Jesus Christ reached the point of perfection in every
thing he did. He was as much at ease before the High Court
of the Jews and in Pilate’s Judgment Hall during His trial as
He was on the mountain side while teaching the multitudes.
He manifested in a superlative degree everything that was
pure, good, and holy.

There has never been an original thinker comparable
to the Son of God.

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time,
Thou shalt not commit adultery: But | say unto you,
That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after
her hath committed adultery with her already in his
heart. (Mat. 5:27-28).

Jesus Christ as a teacher never hedged, dodged nor
side stepped any question: but always faced the issues and
placed the emphasis where it belonged. His teaching was so
simple and plain that the only ones that misunderstood Him
were those who closed their eyes and stopped their ears.
Anyone who follows in the footsteps of Jesus as a teacher
will have no difficulty in making himself known on any doc-
trinal matter.

Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an
eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But | say unto you, That
ye resist not evil: But whosoever shall smite thee on
thy right cheek, turn to him the other also (Mat.
5:38-39).

Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt
love they neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But |
say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray
for them which despitefully use you, and persecute
you (Mat. 5:43-44).

All the educators, intellectual giants and teachers of
the world have never given to the world methods of teach-
ings as great as those used by Jesus Christ.

When He wanted to make contrast between the heav-
enly and the earthly He said,

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth,
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves break through and steal: But lay up for your-
selves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break
through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also (Mat. 6:19-20).

When Jesus made a contrast between two masters He
said,

No man can serve two masters: for either he will
hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold
to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve
God and mammon (Mat. 6:24).

When He made a contrast with man and the lower
animal kingdom He said,

Behold the fowls of the air; for they sow not, nei-
ther do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your
heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much bet-
ter than they (Mat. 6:26).

When contrasting man’s life with the vegetable life
He said,

And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the
lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, nei-
ther do they spin: And yet I say unto you, That even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these (Mat. 6:28-30).

Christ’s teaching, as exhibited both in word and
deed, is characterized by entire freedom from mistakes.
What other teacher ever lived that did not have to amend or
take something back that he said? Jesus Christ spoke the ab-
solute and final truth on every subject He discussed.

The sermon on the Mount is just as practical today
as it was when spoken by the world’s greatest teacher. We
need to be preaching it from every mountain top and the peo-
ple in the valley will hear and many will respond.

Let us observe how He practiced what He taught.
Did He practice what He taught concerning the soul? Mat-
thew 16:26: “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man
give in exchange for his soul?” Does His practice agree with
His teaching? We see Him at Jacob’s well. He is talking to a
fallen Samaritan woman. A woman who had had five hus-
bands and was living with a man who was not her husband.
She was living in such open shame that you and | would
hardly dare to recognize or speak to her on the street. When
this woman came to Jacob’s well to draw water, Jesus,
though hungry and thirsty, preached to her one of the most
wonderful sermons mortal man ever heard. “The woman
then left her water pot, and went her way into the city, and
saith to the men, come, see a man, which told me all things
that ever | did: is not this the Christ?” How did He value the
soul of the adulterous who was brought into His presence.
John 8:7: “So when they continued asking him, he lifted up
himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among
you, let him first cast a stone at her.” Christ also taught, Mat-
thew 5:44: “Bless them that curse you, do good to them that
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and
persecute you.” Did He practice to perfection what He taught
His disciples to do? Luke 23:24: “Then said Jesus, Father,
forgive them; for they know not what they do.” There was
absolutely no discrepancies between what He taught and
what He practiced. Napoleon once compared the life and
teachings of Jesus to himself, Caesar, Alexander, Socrates,
Plato and others and said, “l know men, and | tell you that
the resemblance between Jesus Christ and the founders of
great empires and the gods of other religions does not exist.”
There is between Jesus Christ and all other teachers the dis-
tance of infinity. Yes, He practices to perfection everything
He taught.

(to be continued next week)
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WHOA, WHOA!
HOLD UP ON THAT “WOE, WOE™!
Matthew Martin

It is easy when times are tough to say “Woe is
me!” It is easy when things go bad, to play a sad song,
and cry in your root beer. But you have got to have faith.

This is the part where you try and argue with me,
and tell me how bad things are:

“BUT | AM OUT OF MONEY”
So? You just need a little faith. After all, money
is not a problem for God. So it should not be a problem
for you. Remember the words of the Master:

Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow
not, neither do they reap, nor gather into
barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth
them. Are ye not much better than they?...

And why take ye thought for raiment?

Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow; they toil not, neither do they spin...

Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of
the field...shall he not much more clothe
you, O ye of little faith?

Therefore take no thought, saying, What
shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? ...for your
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need
of all these things.

But seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you (Mat 6:25-33).

I know it’s hard, when your bank account runs
dry, and you have got a dozen bills to pay. And I know
it’s hard when you’ve only got 5 dollars to your name,
and no food in your ‘fridge. But just remember to have
faith.

And | know it’s hard, when you are an elder or a
preacher for a congregation, and you have all these plans
and ideas for how to make the congregation grow, but
you don’t have the money to do them. Just have faith. If
God is going to take care of me and my family, He will
take care of an eldership and a congregation too.

“Oh, but we have all of these bills we have to
pay.” Well no one likes a bill, but they are part of life.
But, as long as you have faith, and as long as you’re do-
ing your best, (as the song goes) God will take care of
you.

To be continued...
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