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VISIT US SOON!

Sunday:

Bible Study............ 9:30 A.M.

Morning Worship...... 10:30 A.M.
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[Editor's Note: This past week we learned of the passing of Willard Collins, longtime
gospel preacher and Christian educator. Brother Collins will be remembered as a
dynamic and forceful evangelist, a lover of souls, and for his excellent tenure as
President of David Lipscomb University. He was 92. The following is an excerpt from
a sermon preached by brother Collins. He was faithful in warning men about the
danger of Hell, but, also, he pointed souls in the direction of Heaven. We are confi-
dent brother Collins, an untiring servant of Christ, now rests in the Paradise of God.]

What does the New Testament say about heaven and everlasting pun-
ishment? God gives three vivid descriptions about everlasting punishment in
Revelation 21 and Matthew 25: a lake of fire that burns with brimstone, the
second death, and everlasting fire. This was written to material people. |
have never seen everlasting fire. Never have | seen a lake that burns with
fire and brimstone. Almighty God, in warning people what sin would do to
them, said that if we think more of Satan and sin than of His Son, and if we
live in sin and never turn to Christ, sin will take us into everlasting fire, into a
lake that burns with fire and brimstone, and the second death where we will
be separated from the presence of God.

In Revelation, chapter 21, we also have a vivid picture of heaven. It says
that heaven is new. | love new things, don’t you? Almighty God knew that
we would love the new and therefore, he made “a new heaven...the holy
city, new Jerusalem.” Second, Revelation 21 teaches that heaven is beauti-
ful: “prepared as a bride, adorned for her husband.” | think of a beautiful
bride, a girl dressed as beautifully as she has ever been dressed, as she
comes down the aisle of a church building to be married. And number three,
there will be no death, no sorrow, no crying, and no pain, according to Reve-
lation 21. Won't it be wonderful not to shed tears? Won't it be wonderful to
know that you can live forever and never be lost over there? Number four,
we shall be with God in heaven. The Bible says that God shall wipe away all
tears. We shall be so close to God in heaven that He will wipe the tears from
our eyes forever.

On the left there is a lake that burns with fire and brimstone; on the right,
a beautiful city. On the left, we know the second death; on the right, we can
live with God. On the left, there is everlasting fire; on the right, no sorrow, no
death, no crying. This is a contrast, and | must spend eternity in one of
these two conditions.

(from 50th annual Abilene Christian College Lectures, 1968)
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WHY | APPRECIATE ELDERS
Franklin Camp

There is a growing disregard for elders. This is
symptomatic of our day where human wisdom is sub-
stituted for divine revelation. | want to say something
on the other side.

| appreciate elders because this is God’s plan
(1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:5-9). The one who fails to respect
elders fails to respect God’s word and God’s way. |
cannot be faithful to the Bible and disregard elders.

| appreciate elders because of the responsibil-
ity they accept. No men on earth have a greater re-
sponsibility than elders. The President of the United
States with all of our problems does not bear the re-
sponsibility of elders. Elders are responsible for carry-
ing the gospel to every creature (Mat. 28:18-20; Mark
16:15-16). But that is not the end of the elders’ respon-
sibility. They must watch after souls. They will have to
give an account of the souls that are under their over-
sight. | appreciate the man that is willing to accept the
responsibility of an elder.

| appreciate elders because of the time they
give to the Lord’s work. While others are free to use
their time in various ways, elders must use much of
their time in fulfilling their duties. There are meetings
where time must be given to planning the work, deal-
ing with problems, and many other things. This re-
quires a great deal of time, | appreciate the man who
is willing to take the time necessary to do the work of
an elder.

| appreciate elders because they work with the
least encouragement of any people | know. I've often
wondered how long | would continue to preach if | re-
ceived criticism as elders do with so little encourage-
ment. Few people in any congregation think to give a
word to encourage elders. | appreciate men that will
give years of helping the church grow, struggle with its
problems, accept criticism, receive little or no encour-
agement, and continue to do its work.

| appreciate elders because of their families.
First, they have done a good job in training their chil-
dren and in building a stable marriage. My hat is off to
the man that has a family that makes it possible for
him to serve as an elder. | appreciate elders because
of the sacrifices they make so that they can serve.
Time that might be spent with his family is often used
in doing the work of the Lord. | appreciate families that
are willing to allow the husband and father to spend
the time that is needed in dealing with the problems,
planning the work of the church, and being concerned
about the welfare of people that are under their over-
sight.

WHAT | OWE MY MINISTER

| owe him respect as the ambassador of God,
sent to teach me a better way of living than the selfish,
sordid existence | might be guilty of but for his guidance.

| owe him trust, that he may be free to serve the
church unhampered by criticism and fault-finding.

| owe my minister prayer, that God may make his
service a blessing to every one with whom he comes in
contact.

| owe my minister the protection of kindly silence
by refraining from repeating, in his presence, the slander
of unkind gossip that would worry him and prevent him
from doing his best.

| owe him enough of my time to help him in his
work whenever he may need me.

| owe him encouragement when vexations and
annoyances make his work difficult.

| owe my minister consideration, not to interrupt,
and hinder his work by financial worry.

| owe my minister my attention when | go to
church, that he may not be annoyed by seeing my care-
less, inattentive actions that | am not interested in what
he is saying.

(taken from Southern Farmer)

GOD GIVE US MEN

Give us men to match our mountains;
Give us men to match our plains;
Men with empires in their purpose;
Men with throbbing, conquering brains.

Give us men to lead our nation;
Give us men with holy zeal;
Men aflame with truth and vision;
Men who bear the heavenly seal.

Give us men who love the Bible;
And its precepts do obey;
Give us men who have convictions,
And are Christians all the way.

Give us men who follow Jesus;
Give us men who love their Lord;
Men with hearts pure and courageous;
Men led by God'’s Eternal Word.

(Selected)
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FRANCES NUNNALLY MCCARTER

This past Monday at 1:00 a.m. in Baptist
Hospital East, the soul of Frances Nunnally
McCarter departed her petite earthly frame and
was swiftly carried to glory by the angels of
heaven. Sister McCarter was a beautiful Christian
woman inwardly and outwardly. Even as some of
us at her bedside observed, she braved death’s
chilling tide valiantly and with much dignity.

Always dressed to perfection, none of us
were surprised she was at the beauty parlor just
this past Friday. She always kept that appoint-
ment. More importantly, sister McCarter always
kept her appointment to worship God. She was
present for both services this past Lord’s day.
However, as the Lord’s Day ended, she had to
keep another appointment, the one with her
Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.

Sister McCarter was born into an out-
standing Christian family. Her father was a gospel
preacher. The youngest of her siblings, she was
the last of them to depart this life.

In 1988, brother and sister McCarter placed
membership with Forest Hill. This couple, married
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for fifty-six years, have always been dedicated to
truth and righteousness. They have loved the
Lord’s Church and have always been involved in
various good works.

Sister McCarter has been a great encour-
agement to Celicia and me. Celicia always loved
her warm hugs, though Celicia always embraced
her gently, reminded of how fragile sister McCarter
appeared to be. When | arrived home in the wee
morning hours following sister McCarter’s passing,
| told Celicia the news. She cried as she remem-
bered not getting her hug the previous day. But we
have confidence that all those who die in the Lord
(Rev. 14:13) will embrace each other again. There-
fore, we “sorrow not, even as others which have no
hope” (1 The. 4:13).

The funeral service for sister McCarter will
take place on Thursday, December 20, at Forest
Hill Funeral Home East. Please pray for, and en-
courage, brother Hugh McCarter as he moves for-
ward following this loss. Cards may be sent to 3240
Harrell Dr., Arlington, TN 38002.

Barry M. Grider
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