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HOW TO LIVE IN THE CHURCH 
B.C. Goodpasture 

 

[Editor’s Note: During the past month our focus has been on the church. Recently I 
was presented a copy of a book entitled “The Church” compiled and edited by the 
late B.C. Goodpasture. The following article was written by him and is for our edi-
fication.] 
 

 It was sufficiently important in Paul’s day to be made a topic of discussion 
in one of his Epistles: “These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee 
shortly; but if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how men ought to behave them-
selves in the house of God [italics mine], which is the church of the living God, the 
pillar and ground of the truth.” (1 Tim. 3:14,15). If it was a theme of sufficient im-
portance to engage the attention of the venerable apostle to the Gentiles then, it is 
certainly worthy of our most careful consideration now. The problem of living right 
in the church has not become easier and simpler with the years. We are, indeed, liv-
ing in “perilous times.” Evil men and seducers have “waxed worse and worse.” The 
various forms of evil—indifference, worldliness, immorality, anarchy, skepticism, 
agnosticism, and atheism beset us on every side. Now, as seldom or never before, 
we need to “put on the whole armor of God” that we may be able to “stand against 
the wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6:11).  
 But what is it to “live,” or “behave,” in the “church,” or “house,” of God? 
How shall we learn “how to live in the church?” The answer to these questions may 
be found in the consideration of three lines of investigation—namely, 1) the 
changes in thought, allegiance, and conduct involved in the alien’s obedience to the 
gospel; 2) the direct scriptural teaching on the subject; and 3) the qualifications and 
accomplishments of those who, from this dispensation, will finally be admitted to 
the holy city, the new Jerusalem. 
 When one obeys the gospel, the Lord “adds” him to the church (Acts 2:47, 1 
Cor. 12:18). He is then ready to begin a new life—”to walk in newness of life” 
(Rom. 6:4). He has “obeyed from the heart” that form of teaching whereunto he was 
delivered; and being then made free from sin, he has become the servant of right-
eousness (Rom. 6:17,18). He has renounced the “hidden things of shame” (2 Cor. 
4:2); he is now “of Christ Jesus” and has “crucified the flesh with the passions and 
the lusts thereof” (Gal. 5:24); he is no longer a debtor to the flesh, to live after the 
flesh (Rom. 8:12), the world has been “crucified” unto him and he unto the world 
(Gal. 6:14); he has been turned from “the power of Satan unto God” (Acts 26:18); 
he has “died to sin” (Rom. 6:2), and God has delivered him from the power of dark-
ness and translated him into the kingdom of his dear Son (Col. 1:13); “he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Cor. 
5:17). Yes, he has died to sin, the world, the flesh, and the devil, and is alive unto 
righteousness and “unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:11); he has 
been “born of water and of the Spirit” (John 3:5); he is in the kingdom of God, the 
church of the living God. 

(continued on page 2) 
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 These scriptures show clearly what one who has 
become a Christian, a member of the church, has re-
nounced; and they convey strong implications as to what 
he must not do in his new relations in Christ. Nega-
tively, in a general way, they impart much light on the 
subject in question. We are ready now to consider they 
positive, direct teaching of the Bible on “how to live in 
the church.” Our present task permits the introduction of 
general principles only. What are the fundamental rules 
by which one must be guided and governed in the 
church? Note carefully the following: 
1. To live properly in the church one must really live in 

the church. He must not allow the interests and ac-
tivities of any other institution to invade the sphere 
of the church. All his good deeds must be done in 
the church. The member of the church, as such, is 
not required to do anything that cannot be done bet-
ter in the church than anywhere else. God demands 
that Christians give him “the glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus unto all generations for ever and 
ever” (Eph. 3:21). When work which should be done 
through the church is done through some other insti-
tution, the glory is not properly rendered or accred-
ited. The church is all-sufficient for the work God 
intended it to do. It needs no aids or auxiliaries. And 
the church member needs no other institution in 
which to find full and free opportunity to discharge 
his whole duty to God and man. “Ye are complete in 
him”—in Christ, in his church (Col. 2:10). “His di-
vine power hath given unto us”—members of the 
church— “all things that pertain unto life and godli-
ness, through the knowledge of him that hath called 
us to glory and virtue” (2 Pet. 1:3). The householder 
of the parable “went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers into his vineyard” (Mat. 20:1). The work he 
wanted done was to be done in his vineyard. The 
members of the apostolic church have shown clearly 
how to care for the needy, to preach the gospel, and 
to abound in every good work in the church. They 
did not impeach the wisdom and goodness of God 
and Christ by introducing, or appealing to, institu-
tions other than the church in which and through 
which to live and labor.  

2. In the church one must act from the highest motives. 
“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 
Anything that cannot be done “to the glory of God” 
should not be done at all. Everything that is wrong 
in its very nature is beyond consideration. Under no 
circumstances can it be done “to the glory of God.” 
And all things that are right in themselves must be 
done “to the glory of God.” This is the highest mo-

tive, but it may not be the only good motive that 
prompts one to action. For example, one can give to 
the poor to relieve their needs, and “to the glory of 
God” at the same time; or he may work to effect his 
own salvation, and “to the glory of God” at the 
same time. Jesus described and condemned a class 
of hypocrites who prayed and gave alms in public 
to be “seen of men” and to have the “glory of men.” 
These were prompted by base motives. Probably 
their motives were surpassed in baseness by those 
who preached Christ “to raise up afflictions” for 
Paul in his bonds (Phi. 1:16). This last is so mean 
and fiendish that we would not care to think of one 
more distantly removed from that which is right—
if, indeed, such exists.  

         (to be concluded next week) 
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UPDATE ON  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SERIES 
 
The positive response to the 
Wednesday night class on Dave 
Miller’s “The Silencing of God” has 
been overwhelming. There have 
been more than 250 orders placed 
for DVD’s by both members and visi-
tors. The DVDs have been on back-
order at Apologetics Press but will 
soon be shipped. There is a sign up 
sheet on the church bulletin board 
for additional orders, so make sure 
to place your order soon. The cost is 
only $5.00.  
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THE NAME WE WEAR 
Matthew Martin 

 

 What is the name of the church?  Most members of the Lord’s church, though they may be quick to answer, 
may not give the correct answer.  If you attend almost any assembly of the Lord’s people, you will find, either on a 
sign by the road, or above the doorway, these words:  Church of Christ.  Maybe it says: The Church of Christ, 
meets here. 
 Because that designation (scriptural though it may be — Rom. 16:16) is so universally used by the Lord’s 
church, it is sometimes misunderstood to be the actual name of the church.  To think that “Church of Christ” is the 
name of the Lord’s church, is to misunderstand two fundamental facts of the faith: the difference between the 
building and the people, and what the word “church” actually means. 
 A lot of people, unfortunately, have the idea that the church is the building. And so when you ask “what is 
the name of the church,” obviously they are going to look at the name that is on the building. If the name says 
“Church of Christ” then they are going to think the name of the church is “Church of Christ.”  But that isn’t what 
the Bible teaches. 
 What does the word “church” mean.  Literally, it means “called out.”  Clearly then, the religious connota-
tion would be “called out of the sinful world, and put into Christ.”  Now, with that definition in mind, again con-
sider the question: What is the name of the church?  If “the church” refers to “the saved” then the question could 
be asked: “What is the name of individual saved person?” Well what does the Bible say? 
 Recall the prophesy of Isaiah: “And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and 
thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name” (Isa. 62:2). 
 What were the first-century disciples called in Antioch: “...And the disciples were called Christians first in 
Antioch” (Acts 11:26).  That word “called” in Acts 11 is an interesting word.  It literally means “called by God.”  
You could translate that verse: “God called the disciples Christians, at Antioch.” 
 What is the name of the individual Christian (who make up the church)? It is the name given by God, for us 
to wear.  And what an honor it is, to wear the name of the One who shed His blood for us.  What is the name we 
wear?  Christian. 


