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STRENGTHEN THOU ME ACCORDING UNTO THY WORD (PART 3)
B. J. Clarke

[The following manuscript was written specifically for the 2008 Memphis School of
Preaching Lectureship Book, Strengthening the Heart. You may purchase your copy of
this year’s Lectureship book by calling the School office at 901-751-2242.]

3. We are too addicted to television and other form s of entertainment .
Many excuse their neglect to inspect God’s Word by arguing that they are just too busy
to find time to delve into it. Yet, remarkably, these same busy people find time for a 600
column newspaper every day. Or, they find time for Reader's Digest, Ladies Home
Journal, or some other publication. Furthermore, why is it that the people who say they
are too busy to study the Bible daily are often the same people who can find time to
watch television every day? Perhaps the following parody of the 23™ Psalm (which |
clipped from a church bulletin a number of years ago) is all too accurate to be funny.
Read the words carefully:

The 23" Channel
The TV is my Shepherd, | shall not want, It makes me to lie down on the sofa.
It leads me away from the scriptures. It destroys my soul.
It leads me in the paths of sex and violence for the sponsor’s sake.
Yea, though | walk in the shadow of my Christian responsibilities,
There will be no interruptions; for the TV is with me,
It's cable and it's remote control, they comfort me.
It prepares a commercial before me in the presence of my worldliness,
It anoints my head with humanism, My coveting runneth over.
Surely laziness and ignorance shall follow me all the days of my life;
And | shall dwell in the house watching TV “forever.”

How many people can list every character on “The Young and The Restless”
and yet cannot even name the 12 apostles? How many sports fans can recite the sta-
tistics for their favorite players on their favorite teams, but have no idea where to find
the passages which would teach the gospel plan of salvation? Without a doubt, the ne-
glect to inspect God’s Word can be traced all the way back to someone’s heart, “for
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Mat. 6:21).

Of course, a thorough familiarity with God’s Word does not come by osmosis.
Indeed, a real knowledge of the Scriptures involves blood, sweat, tears, and toil. No
doubt, this is why Paul instructed Timothy to “give attendance to reading” (1 Tim. 4:13).
No wonder Paul told Timothy, “Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth” (2 Tim.
2:15, ASV). He commanded the Ephesians to “be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18) and
explained how to do so in his correspondence to the Colossians: “Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly in all wisdom” (Col. 3:16). Obviously, it is impossible for the Word of
Christ to dwell in us abundantly if we do not devote ourselves to daily study and medi-
tation of that Word. When a farmer sows sparingly, he reaps sparingly. Likewise, when
a Bible student studies sparingly, his harvest of knowledge is sparse, as well.

Peter exhorted newborn babes in Christ to “desire (crave) the sincere milk of
the word that ye may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). This concept of craving the Word of
God is also apparent in the statement of the psalmist, “| opened my mouth, and panted:
for | longed for thy commandments” (Psa. 119:131). The Hebrew word translated
“panted” in this passage conveys the idea of inhaling eagerly. What a vivid picture!

(continued on page2)
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Does this word picture accurately describe your yearning
for the Word of God? Do you regard a daily study of God’s
Word to be as vital to your spiritual existence as oxygen is
to your physical survival? In one of his outstanding ser-
mons, Wendell Winkler offers two excellent illustrations of
how important knowledge ought to be to us:

A young man once asked Socrates what
he must do to become a learned man.
Socrates took him by the hand and led him
out into a stream of water. He then
plunged his head beneath the water and
held it there. After some difficulty, the
young man was able to get loose and
came up gasping for air. Socrates asked,
“When your head was under the water,
what did you want more than anything
else? The young man replied, “AIR.” Soc-
rates then said, “When you want knowl-
edge as badly as you wanted air, you will
become a learned man.”

There was once a poor prisoner who was
confined in a dungeon where there was no
light except for a few moments when his
food was brought in. Upon hearing the
prison keeper approaching, the prisoner
made it a habit to get his Bible and during
the few moments the lights were on he
would spend his time reading the Bible.
When asked why, he replied that he could
find his mouth in the dark but he couldn’t
read in the dark. (How does this compare
with the modern church member who sel-
dom opens his Bible at home, is spas-
modic in his attendance at worship ser-
vices and seldom if ever attends Bible
classes?”) (34-5).

Consider also the story of William McPherson. Af-
ter a tragic explosion, Mr. McPherson found himself with
no hands and no eyes. In his despair, he turned to the
Word of God. However, he could not read Braille with arti-
ficial hands. He attempted to read the Braille with his lips,
but the dynamite had exploded in his face and he had no
feeling left in his lips. One day he tried to read the dots
with his tongue and discovered that he could distinguish
the Moon system of dashes. Unfortunately, his tongue be-
came sore and bled constantly. Sometimes, he would stay
up the entire night just to learn a single letter of the alpha-
bet. Eventually, he mastered the entire alphabet and read
the entire Bible with his tongue four times before his
death. Some with far greater capabilities have not read the
entire Bible even once, much less four times.

CONCLUSION

The Psalmist said, “Wherewithal shall a young
man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to
thy word. With my whole heart have | sought thee: O let
me not wander from thy commandments. Thy word have |
hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee” (Psa.
119:9-11). The original language in verse 9 communicates
a very vivid picture:

The word rendered his way (Heb. orach)
signifies a track, a rut, such as would
have been made by the wheel of a cart. A
young sinner has not beaten a broad
path, but rather has transgressed again
and again in the same manner, creating a
sinful rut. How shall he escape? By tak-
ing heed to Your Word. Heeding the
Word of God leads to a godly lifestyle.
Ignoring the Word of God leads to a god-
less rut (Radmacher, Allen & House, Nel-
son’s New lllustrated Bible Commentary,
Electronic Database, Ps. 119:9).

The psalmist celebrated the fact that he had
found the way out of a godless rut. As a stranger upon
the earth (Psa. 119:19) he longed for something beyond
this life. Earthly things brought him no peace. He could
celebrate the fact that he had found the true source for
true peace. Hence, he said, “Great peace have they
which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them”
(119:165).

As we live our lives and face times of tribulation,
we, like the psalmist, can make it through what we are
going through by turning unto God by turning unto His
Word. We need to teach our young people that if they will
carry the Bible in their hearts while they are young, it will
carry them when they are old. Simply put, the invigoration
needed to live the Christian life is available, but only if we
are persistent in our investigation of the Sacred Writings.
The Word of God is able to build us up and give us an
inheritance among them which are sanctified (Acts
20:32), but it does us no good as long as it remains a
closed volume.

It is crucial to remember that true joy comes only
when we make application of that which we have read.
Revelation 1:3 says, “Blessed is he that readeth, and
they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those
things that are written therein.” Jesus said, “Blessed are
they that hear the word of God, and keep it” (Luke 11:28).
Our responsibility is not merely to possess a copy of the
Bible, nor is it our duty merely to read the words that are
found in the Bible. Rather, our responsibility toward the
Word of God is to read it and heed it. This is the one and
only lasting pathway to peace, strength and life.
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LORD’S TABLE
PRESIDE: Thaxter Hodum Curtis Cates
ASSIST: John Riley Bill Howard
Lewis Elliott Andy Cates
John Hanel Brandon Bushy
PRAYERS:
A.M. OPENING: Doug Miller
A.M. CLOSING: Dave Garner
P. M. OPENING: Harold Mangrum
P. M. CLOSING: Gene Gordon
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If you are unable to lead prayer or serve at the Lo rd's
table, please contact Gene Gordon or Greg Rickles.
The elders request that you wear a coat and tie
when serving at the Lord’s table.
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RECORD, WEEK OF APRIL 20, 2008

BIBLE STUDY: 185
A.M. WORSHIP: 244
P. M. WORSHIP: 198

CONTRIBUTION: $14,378.00

OUR SICK
BAPTIST HOSPITAL, EAST
Hugh McCarter, 3105.
BAPTIST HOSPITAL DESOTO
Alice House, 918.
ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL EAST
John Brydson, 409.
Myrtle Sayers, 1005.
Virginia Stetz, 939.

ILL AT HOME

Carolyn Hand
Denville Scrimager

Elise Barnes
Charlena Embry

OUR SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO:
Silas Estes in the passing of his sister, Kitty Estes
Amagliani. Cards may be sent to 2932 Hogan Lane,
Lakeland, TN 38002.

Jerry Martin in the passing of his mother, Marie Martin.
Visitation will be Thursday from 5—8 p.m. and the fu-
neral is Friday at 10 a.m. Both will be held at the Cros-
sett Church of Christ in Crossett, Arkansas.

Nancy Price in the passing of her sister-in-law, Barbara
McDonough last week.

REQUESTED PRAYERS: Dennis Weber

IN THE AREA
Gospel Meeting, Southaven Church of Christ, April
27—May 1, 7 p.m. Mon.—Thurs. Speaker. Barry
Grider.
Ladies Day, Ripley, TN Church of Christ, April 26,
9:30 a.m. Theme: “It Is More Blessed To Give Than To
Receive.” Speaker: Corrine Elkins.

“WORDS FROM THE MASTER”
Forest Hill Church of Christ
Wednesdays: 5:00-5:30 P.M.
ComCast Cable - Channel 17

NOTES OF APPRECIATION
Dear Forest Hill brethren,

Thank you for all the expressions of sympathy and also
for the cards that were sent to me after my grandmother’s
death. The sentiments meant a lot to me.

In Christian love,
Ashley Callahan

Dear Brethren,

Your cards and expressions of sympathy have really
been an encouragement to me since the death of my
mother. | was especially touched that Barry came to the
funeral to represent Forest Hill. My family would appreciate
your continued prayers now as we have the long distance
care of my father to manage.

Sincerely,
Martha Hodum

Dear Forest Hill,

Just wanted to thank you all for the cards that have
been sent to my dad. Also, thanks for all the prayers.
Please continue to keep him, Rayburn Bratcher, in your
prayers. He is starting chemotherapy for lung cancer.

In Christian love,
Sandra Grove

To our family in Christ at Forest Hill,

We thank you for the visits, calls, cards, food, acts of
kindness, but most of all for the prayers, while Gene was in
the hospital and recuperating at home. We are truly
blessed and appreciative!

In Christian love,
Gene and Bonnie Gordon

WORK TEAM ‘D’ (PAUL CONNELL) will meet Sunday,
April 27, after morning service at the home of Paul and
Leah Connell for a covered dish dinner.

WORK TEAM 'E’ (JIM WOODY) will meet Saturday, April
26 at 9:00 AM, at the home of Jim & Edwyna Woody for
breakfast. Please See Edwyna for items to bring.

YOUTH DEVOTIONAL, Saturday, April 26, at 6:00 p.m. at
the home of Keith and Annette McAlister. Please bring fin-
ger foods.

BRIDAL SHOWER
All the ladies of the congregation are invited to attend a
bridal shower honoring Jessica Null, bride-elect of Ricardo
Fredericks on Sunday, April 27, at 3 p.m.

VBS ANNOUNCEMENT
There will be a meeting for all VBS teachers and helpers
after evening service on Sunday, April 27.

SPRING YOUTH RETREAT
All youth (7th grade and up) are invited to attend the
Spring Youth Retreat at Sardis Lake Christian Camp the
weekend of May 2-4. The cost is $25/person.

PUTT-PUTT GAME DAY
There will be a putt-putt game day for the J.C.’'s (1st-6th)
and teens on Saturday, May 10 at 9:30 a.m. Please see
Stephanie Ammons for more information.

WE NEED BROWN PAPER SACKS
We need lots of brown paper sacks for VBS. So, please
ask for “paper” when having your groceries sacked. There
will be boxes in the halls to put them. Thanks!
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NORTH SIDE GREETERS SOUTH SIDE GREETERS
Floyd and Carolyn Hayes (Front) (Fror!t) John gnd Rebecca Connell
James and Gladys Bobbitt (Side) (Side) Marion and Kathy Maund
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**Birthdays are in Italics
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